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Units of the Order 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

* Odd Fellows Lodge 

* Rebekah Lodge 

* Encampment 

* Ladies Encampment 

Auxiliary 

* Patriarchs Militant 

* Ladies Auxiliary 

Patriarchs Militant 

* Junior Odd Fellows 

Lodge 

* Theta Rho Girlsô 

Club 

* United Youth 

Groups 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The World  
of 

Odd Fellowship 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

1 Australia 

2 Belgium 

3 Belize 

4 Canada 

5 Czech Republic 

6 Chile 

7 Cuba 

8 Denmark 

9 Dominican 

Republic 

10 Estonia 

11 Finland 

12 Germany 

13 Iceland 

14 Mexico 

15 Netherlands, The 

16 New Zealand 

17 Nigeria 

18 Norway 

19 Philippines 

20 Poland 

21 Spain 

22 Sweden 

23 Switzerland 

24 United Kingdom 

25 USA 

26 Uruguay 

Sovereign Grand Masterõs Message 3 

President - I.A.R.A. - Message 4 

General Commanding / President - I.A.L.A.P.M. - Messages 5 

Pilgrimage ñ Canadian War Memorial Weekend 11-12 

Membership Chairman 21 

Please send in your 
community service project(s)ð 

to SGM Burns 
he will share them in the next issue. 

(See form on page 6.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And, so it is with Odd Fellows and 

Rebekahsðtogether we can do anything 
we set our minds to. 
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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@bellsouth.net 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the Independent 

Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

Delmar L. Burns, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 Trade St. NW, 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Sympathy to: 
 

The family of Peter D. Schaaf, GM of Oregonð

12/26/11. 

 

The family of Rita Smith, Pres.-RA of Illinois, wife 

of SGW Robert Smithð12/16/11. 

 

The family of June Swift, wife of PSGM Swiftð

12/5/11. 

 

Sis. S. Gail Weatherhead, PP-IARA with the death of 

her Brother Donaldð11/30/11. 

 

The family of Ronald W. Hughes, PSGMð11/24/11. 

 

The family of Lady Marie R. Sommers, PP-

IALAPMð11/23/11. 

 

The family of Lady Martha Lois Rigney, PS-

IALAPMð10/30/11. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Needing Our Prayers 
 

Jane Schaeffer, DEðmother-in-law of PSGM 

Cuminale. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank You from: 
 

S. Gail Weatherhead for the many cards, calls and 

prayers at the time of Donaldôs passing. 

 

Lady Cleone Fansler for the many cards, calls and 

prayers. 

 

Celebrating 
 
155th Anniversaryð 
Angola Lodge No. 180ð 
Indiana 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year subscription to 

the I.O.O.F. News.  Please check the expiration on 

your paper and make sure to continue your subscrip-

tion by sending in the proper fee shown on the back 

of you paper. 

I am seeking a photographer for the IARA 

session in August 2012 in Cincinnati.  Must be a 

Rebekah with the Rebekah Assembly Degree to 

remain in the session each day.  If interested, please 

contact me. 

 

JaNell Clark 

President-IARA 

ksrasec@gmail.com 
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January 2012 

 

Hello my Brothers and Sisters, 

ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MANò 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

I hope that the Religious Holidays have given you a 

new closeness to your GOD.  This is a New Year (2012) 

and with GODôS help we can make this year the best year 

to Odd Fellowship. 

In the last I.O.O.F. News I asked you to work with 

others to build a better world in your community.  Please 

send to me information all about your projects. 

1. What you did as your project 

2. How you raised money 

3. How it bettered the world in your community 

4. List the others you worked with in your project 

(no personal names) 

A. Mayor 

B. City Manager 

C. Boy Scouts 

D. Girl Scouts 

E. Lions Club 

F. Knights of Columbus 

G. Masons 

H. National Honor Society 

I. Etc. 

I would like to publish the projects so that other 

Lodges, the Brothers and Sisters can get ideas as to things 

they can do in their community.  Please send your project 

ideas to Delmar L. Bums, 11755 Sigel Road, 

Germantown, Ohio  45327 or delbar.acres5@yahoo.com 

Motto: Take Odd Fellowship to the world by 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE TOGETHER! 

Aim: Remember you are the heart of the Order; 

Follow the Beacon of Odd Fellowship throughout the 

World MAKING A DIFFERENCE by taking Odd 

Fellowship to the World. 

Challenge: Each Odd Fellows Lodge, Rebekah 

Lodge, Encampment, Ladies Encampment Auxiliary, 

Canton, Ladies Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant and all 

Youth of our Order to have a community project, so that 

each works with others to build a better world in their 

community. 

I believe the youth are very important.  I started my 

membership in Friendship Junior Lodge No. 21 the 28th 

day of December 1952.  I believe that if we do not work 

with the youth of today, we have no right to complain 

when they take over tomorrow to run the world.  May 

God Bless our Youth and each of You. 

This year will be a GREAT YEAR for ODD 

FELLOWSHIP with your help.  I thank you for your help.  

You make all good things happen.  You are the heart of 

the Order.  Follow the Beacon of Odd Fellowship 

throughout the world.  So go forth in Friendship, Love, 

and Truth.  We will change the world one community at a 

time.  Thank You! 

 

Yours in F. L. T. & F. H. C., 

 

 

 

 

Delmar L. Burns 

Sovereign Grand Master 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Take Odd Fellowship to the world by 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE TOGETHER. 
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January 2012 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Live, Love, Laugh, Learn ð Rebekah Odd Fellowship 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

Thanks to each of you who sent Christmas 

greetings to me and my family during the holiday 

season.  How blessed I am to have so many friends 

and ófamilyô, all because of the people I have met 

through the Independent Order of Odd Fellows!  I 

was amazed to receive greetings from members 

throughout North America, as well as some of the 

European countries.  God bless you all! 

During the holidays we spend a lot of time 

focusing on those less fortunate; there are many 

opportunities to serve the community.  With the 

holidays behind us, it is important to remember that 

our communities always have a need for assistance.  

Our military personnel enjoy receiving treats from 

home throughout the year.  Our shut-in members 

always treasure the visits and calls from their sisters 

and brothers.  Be visible in your community!  Your 

random acts of kindness do not need to be silent!  

MAKE A DIFFERENCE in someoneôs life! 

In addition to the personal goals we all set for 

ourselves each New Year, our lodges should be 

setting goals too.  Consider holding a workshop at 

your lodge to perform a SWOT analysis.  SWOT is 

an acronym for ñStrengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities and Threats.ò  The SWOT analysis is 

an extremely useful tool for understanding the future 

of businesses and organizations.  Engage the help of 

all members, new and seasoned, to examine the 

strengths of your lodge, then expand on those 

strengths!  By examining the weaknesses and threats 

(both internal and external) you will be able to 

strategically plan ways to overcome them.  When 

you deliberate the opportunities available to your 

lodge, you will find that members are willing to be 

more active when they have contributed to the future 

success of the lodge!  With a renewed direction for 

your lodge, and positive goals for the future, you are 

destined to gain new members!  I am anxious to hear 

the ideas shared when I visit your jurisdiction! 

When I was young, we attended an annual family 

reunion.  My dad was one of seventeen children, so 

as you can imagine, the family reunion was HUGE!  

Many of my aunts, uncles and cousins lived out-of-

state, so we saw them but once a year.  The 

anticipation of that drive to Grandmaôs house on 

Memorial weekend each year is still vivid in my 

mind.  I remember the joy of seeing the family 

members, the new babies, and hearing the stories of 

the past year.  It is comforting to know that there are 

so many people who love and care about each other.  

That being said, the members in Kansas are busily 

preparing for the Clark Testimonial weekend which 

will be held March 22-24 in Wichita, KS.  The 

weekend is aptly named ñI.O.O.F. FAMILY 

REUNIONò; each time we get together, we show our 

love and concern for each other, we share stories of 

the past, and we plan for the future with our common 

goal being to ñMAKE A DIFFERENCE 

TOGETHER.ò  I am looking forward to seeing many 

of you at the I.O.O.F. Family Reunion! 

I wish each of you a healthy, successful and 

happy New Year!  May you always have love to 

share, health to spare, and friends who care! 

 

Fraternally, 

 

 

 

JaNell Clark, President 
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Dear Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters, 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE BEST VITAMIN  FOR A LADY IS óBô1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

January 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Making a Difference with Pride and Military Bearing. 

Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

The Holiday Season has come and gone and I sincerely 

hope that all have enjoyed wonderful celebrations with family 

and friends.  My prayer is that each of you may experience a 

prosperous and harmonious 2012.  Let the Spirit of the Season 

remain with us and may each of us work to produce a 

Tenderness for the past, Courage for the present and Hope for 

the future.  May every cup overflow with blessings rich and 

eternal and may every path lead to peace. 

A New Year stretches before us.  Working toward a 

common target, especially Membership can be successfully 

dealt with when we pull together as a TEAM.  So, LET US ALL 

REJOICE in the rebuilding of this Order and OUR UNIT. 

Life is a TEAM EXPERIENCE and so is ODD 

FELLOWSHIP and ALL MEMBERS of this GRAND 

ORDER are PLAYERS.  Working together will allow us to 

achieve new and significant heights towards securing the 

future of our Order. 

Using the abilities that we possess, we can individually 

and collectively achieve the goals that we have set to advance 

and keep our beloved Order alive.  Never look to the past to 

find the future.  óBôlieve in yourself, work to achieve your 

goals that bring about new growth, interest, energy and vitality 

and the Future will be better and exciting.  As we go through 

life, we will experience roadblocks.  This is not uncommon.  

We must use our talents to get over, around, or through these 

difficulties.  If we are serious about our commitment to the 

I.O.O.F., as we experience roadblocks obstructing our 

progress, we will find a way to clear a path and move forward. 

Throughout the History of Odd Fellowship we have 

witnessed constant change.  What we are about to go through 

is not something new but rather the continual reach for 

something better and more suited to present conditions. 

We must not allow ourselves to be stopped by 

disappointments, setbacks, hurts, losses and challenges that 

occur.  We need to ñset upò (prepare) to meet those problems 

head on.  Then we need to ñstep overò (overcome) the 

problems that are strewn about.  If one dream has died, dream 

(Continued on page 6) 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

January 2012 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters: 

 

I am writing this message from my winter quarters in Fort Myers 

Beach, Florida.  We arrived on December 6th and will return north on 

April 11th.  We have received so many greeting cards from our friends 

and have added them to the holiday decorations in our condominium.  

I hope that you had a happy Hanukah or a merry Christmas and the 

New Year will be prosperous to all of us. 

The Testimonials for the Sovereign Grand Master Delmar Burns 

and mine were well attended in November.  I want to thank the 

committee and all the attendees from North America for helping us 

celebrate this special night which was also our 56th wedding 

anniversary.  While in Ohio at the Sovereign Grand Masterôs 

Testimonial, a site visit was made to the hotel in Cincinnati for our 

annual session in August.  The committee is doing a great job and 

everything is in order.  I look forward to attending the Testimonial of 

the President of the International Association of Rebekah Assembly 

JaNell Clark in March. 

I have been invited to attend the Department of Denmark at the 

end of February.  Plans have been made so that Sister Ada and I will 

represent you.  I will report on this visit in the next issue. 

We must remember as we travel and make so many new friends 

and get reacquainted with old ones that we need everyoneôs help in 

adding new members to the Order.  This year my pin is the bee hive.  

This means that as bees are busy gathering honey we should be busy 

gathering new members.  As we enter a new year I challenge all of 

you to muster in one new member to your Canton this year.  We in 

the Patriarch Militant must remember that we are the show piece of 

the Order and should wear our uniform with pride and military 

bearing. 

Again I wish each and every one of you a prosperous and 

successful New Year. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

 

General John C. Bebee III 
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a new one! 

Do not keep looking back.  We need to ñstep forwardò into 

a new future.  The past has ended but our future is just 

beginning.  When we ñSTEP UPò, ñSTEP OVERò, and 

ñSTEP FORWARDò we allow conditions around us to change, 

thereby, giving us the breakthrough we need. 

We have now reached a challenging change in this Unit 

where a merger of the General Military Council and the 

International Association Ladies Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant 

(P.M. & L.A.P.M.) is inevitable.  Our Membership is slipping 

away.  NET GROWTH throughout the international scene has 

not been realized for a number of years and truly increased 

membership is the only way we can remain as a separate 

Unit. 
No one likes change.  We must think of our survival and 

because we have not achieved net membership growth for years, 

which would permit us to grow and expand; we cannot continue 

to go on the way we are.  We must seriously become involved to 

make this merger work.  Grab hold and do something rather 

than stand on the corner and watch this change wither and die.  

We must grasp this situation and work to make it a success.  I 

too am disappointed that it has come to this, BUT, let us think 

outside the box and find a way to move forward successfully, 

óBôlieving that we can ñmake a differenceò in keeping our 

principles, values, and past accomplishments alive.  We have to 

join this proposal with the right ómind setô.  When we become 

part of this new change, it must be with the attitude of making it 

work.  óBô Positive, not negative.  óBôgin with a positive 

attitude and then take action.  Go in to this merger saying, óI 

will be part of the TEAM and I will do my very best to make it 

workô.  All we have to do is give it our very best.  We cannot go 

into this new venture with an attitude of ónon-supportô or óI 

donôt care!ô  Donôt give up!  Quitting should not be an option. 

ñHow much grit do you think youôve got?  Can you quit 

a thing that you like a lot? 

ñSuccess is failure turned inside outðthe silver tint of 

the clouds of doubt.ò 

ñSo stick to the fight when youôre hardest hit ï Itôs 

when things seem worst that you must not quit.ò 

As I mentioned earlier, the History of our Order has been 

constant change.  This Merger is the continuing reach for 

something better and more suited to this time. 

Our challenges are many.  Encourage one another.  

Remember- óBô Proud of what we can still accomplish!  óBô 

Proud that we can still exist but in a different format. 

Take a bigger step to better your pride.  It is far better to be 

looked over than it is to be overlooked. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

Lady Sandra Lu McWhirter 

President IALAPM 

(Continued from page 5) 

 SGM Burns 

 Community Service Program Reporting Form 
Delmar L. Bums, 11755 Sigel Road, Germantown, Ohio  45327 or delbar.acres5@yahoo.com 

 

Jurisdiction and Branch  ..............................................................................................  

Unit Name and Number  ..............................................................................................  

Hours Volunteered  .............................   Number of members participating  .............  

The following community members participated: (Mayor, Fire Chief, etc.) 

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Participated in the following types of Programs: 

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Remarks 

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 

  _________________________  

 Reporting Officer 
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 THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE 
 INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 
 OFFICE OF THE SOVEREIGN GRAND SECRETARY 
 422 TRADE ST. NW, WINSTON-SALEM, NC  27101-2830 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2012 

 

 
To the Officers and Grand Representatives of 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, and Officers and Members 

of all Units of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 
Fraternal Greetings: 

 

The next communication of The Sovereign Grand Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, will be held 

in Cincinnati, Ohio, beginning Monday morning, August 20, 2012, and ending Friday afternoon, August 24, 

2012. 

 

 

Headquarters and Sessions 
Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza 

 

 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 
186th Annual Communication 

 

International Association of Rebekah Assemblies 

96th Annual Session 

 

General Military Council 

109th Annual Session 

 

International Association of Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

74th Annual Session 

 

Youth 

Youth Day, Banquet, and Talent Night 

See óYouth Informerô for Details 

 

 

 

 
ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MAN.ò 

Terry L. Barrett 
 

W 336 725-5955 

F 336 722-7317 

ioofthesgl@bellsouth.net 
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