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A YEAR  OF UNITY  
 

The Bundle of Rods.  
 

Just as Wildey called together the former members of the English 
Order to form a new beginning; we too must come together to continue 
the lesson taught in the Bundle of Rods. 

It reminds us of the united power of each member to sustain, and be 
sustained by others when bound together by the bands of Friendship, 
Love and Truth. 

 
For if we are to survive in the 21st century with the many distractions 

and opportunities abound, we must come together and work as one, 
leaving the I at the anteroom door. 

 
As a whole we can do and do many things when set to the challenge: 
§ Over $900,000,000.00 spent on relief since 1819.  
§ The Educational Foundation has invested over $4,500,000.00 to 

provide $7,419,794.00 in student loans, not to mention the 
thousands awarded in scholarships. 

§ The United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth has sent over 48,000 
delegates on an educational and life changing summer tour. 

§ The Visual Research Foundation through a $2.5 million deposit 
funds the Odd Fellows Research Chair at Johns Hopkins Wilmer 
Institute for Eye Research. 

§ Odd Fellows and Rebekahs have raised over $10 million for Arthritis 
programs and research. 

§ The leader in homes for the aged and orphans. 
 
None of these programs would have been possible if not for the 

membership coming together to continue the commands of the Order: 
óvisit the sick, relieve the distressed, bury the dead, and educate the 
orphan. 
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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@bellsouth.net 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

W. Larry Ferguson, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 N. Trade 

St., Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 

check the expiration on your paper and make 

sure to continue your subscription by sending 

in the proper fee shown on the back of you 

paper. 

Celebrating 
 
Katherine Mueller, PP, of New 
Yorkð100 years 
 
Charleroi Lodge No 1030ð
125 years, PA 
 
State College Lodge No. 
1032ð125 years, PA 
 
Falls Creek Lodge No. 957ð
125 years, PA 
 
Mt. Zion Lodge No. 74ð175 
years, PA 
 
Montgomery-Curtis-Norris 
Lodge No. 57ð180 years, PA 
 
Wawayanda Lodge No. 34ð
150 years, NY along with the 
town of Warwick where the 
lodge resides. 

 

Thoughts and Prayers to: 
 

SGM W. Larry Ferguson 

SGT Harless A. Turner 

Lady Roseann Turner 

Maj. Gen. Marie Greger-Smith, 

Quartermaster General 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Sympathy to: 
 

The family of Lucille Mulligan, PP-IARA  

1979-1980 ð date of death: 16 December 

2016 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank You to: 
 

Members of the greater Nashville area for 

assisting in delivering $3,500.00 worth of 

clothing and personal hygiene items for 

óOperation Stand Downô, a project of the 

Grand Lodge and Rebekah Assembly in 

Tennessee under the direction of GM Bob 

and P-RA Sharon Leib along with members 

of Tennessee Lodge No. 1 and Harpeth 

Lodge No. 2 ð items collected from the 

membership across Tennessee. 
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ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MANò 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

Greetings Brother and Sisters, 

 

I wish everyone a very Happy New Year to each and everyone of you.  This is the time 

of year for a fresh start - planning for growth, start bringing non-members into your lodge 

room, start demonstrating the value of Odd Fellowship and start reaching out in the 

community to recruit members, rebuild your lodge and rededicate yourselves. 

 

I wish to thank my Testimonial Committee for the outstand weekend the 1st, 2nd and 

3rd of December at the Isaac Jackson Hotel in my home town of Elkins.  One hundred and 

fifty brother and sisters from the United States and Canada attended.  I pray that everyone in 

attendance had great time. 

 

I hope each of you will enjoy watching the Rose Parade on the second of January.  

Sister Joyce Link, Gen. Dan Mathews and I will have the honor and distinct pleasure to be 

able to represent every Odd Fellow and Rebekah as we ride down Colorado Boulevard on the 

float. 

 

My brothers and sisters, lets us unite ourselves and wholeheartedly go out and actively 

recruit new members into the lodge. It needs to begin at the local lodge level. lets us not just 

talk about it, but let us go out and do it and make substantial membership gains to out Order.  

United in our efforts we will succeed.  Together, letôs go and do it. 

 

Please remember to ñBe a Lover not a Fighterò by being kind to everyone and have 

this a year of Unity. 

 

Fraternally, 

In Friendship, Love and Truth, 

 

 

 

W. Larry Ferguson 

Sovereign Grand Master 
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ñUNITY Through UNDERSTANDINGò ï a link to the future. 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of our Fraternal Order, 

 

2016 has been a most memorable year as I was installed as President of the International 

Association of Rebekah Assemblies.  I will always cherish the honor of this office. 

 

My husband and I participated in a wonderful óhome townô Testimonial honoring our 

Sovereign Grand Master, Larry Ferguson, even the local Sheriff was in attendance.  The 

hospitality shown by the Brothers and Sisters of his local lodge was outstanding!! 

 

At the time of this report I am on my way to Pasadena to participate in the Rose Float 

activities.  I expect this to be a wonderful experience as Larry and I are riders on the Odd 

Fellows and Rebekah Float. 

 

2017 ï A wish for you.  ñMay each of you look forward to a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful 

New Year.ò 

 

January 15th is the birthdate of Thomas Wildey, founder of our Order.  How about 

celebrating with a birthday party to honor him ï a good idea for a lodge activity where you can 

promote good fellowship by inviting friends and members of your community.  Have a 

presentation on the story of our founder and how Odd Fellowship was formed. 

 

Please submit to the UNP a holding fee by January 15, 2017 to secure your delegate a place 

on the ótourô.  This committee works very hard all year to make sure each delegate will have an 

educational experience they will always remember. 

 

February is óEducational Foundationô month.  Please support this worthwhile project by 

submitting the names of qualified students in your region.  I look forward to the presentation of 

winners, at our session in St. Louis in August. 

 

I, and my representatives, look forward to visiting the Jurisdictions and greeting each one of 

you along the way as we strive for ñUnity through Understandingò. 

 

With Fraternal Love ï ñForget-Me-Notò 

 
 

Joyce Link, President I.A.R.A. 
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Dear Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters, 
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Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

I hope that each of you had a most joyful 

holiday season.  Over the holidays I had the 

pleasure of attending Brother Larry Fergusonôs 

Testimonial.  It was a wonderful weekend and I 

had a great time with all of the Brothers and 

Sisters.  I would also like to thank everyone that 

attended my Testimonial in November.  You each 

helped make it a very special event, one that I will 

not forget and for that I cannot say thank you 

enough. 

 

The New Year has arrived!  It can be a start 

of many great things: time to ask someone new to 

join our great Order and then the LAPM, time to 

get involved in the projects of our Order or make 

new projects, time to get involved in community 

work.  I read somewhere that ñOdd Fellowship is 

not just an organization to occupy our time; it is a 

way of lifeò.  Let us not forget this as we make our 

journey through 2017, this is the year that we can 

make it a ñgreat way of lifeò again by living by our 

principles and obligations and making a 

difference.  Always remember that ñOUR 

REWARDS ARE EQUAL TO OUR DEEDS.ò  Have a 

very blessed new year. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

Lady Tracy Boyer 

President-IALAPM 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

January 2017 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers, and Sisters, 

 
If we think of our New Yearôs resolutions as goals what 

a wondrous and caring world we can build together. 

Goals are truly achieved when the results have an 

impact.  It is imperative that we build a set of goals that 

we can achieve, and then use the results of those goals to 

create impact on our communities and Lodges. 

When individuals are impacted by our good work 

those achievements will pay us back in membership.  

We have been so successful in achieving our goals to 

bury the dead, which today is a function of every 

community; to relieve the distressed who are aided by 

several public agencies; while widows and orphans are 

cared for and educated by Social Security.  That hard 

work has served us well for 200 years and now we are in 

search of ways of extending to the rest of the world our 

program of good, and developing further goals that will 

further aid in the betterment of mankind. 

To do nothing is to avert change.  Our goal to work 

for the betterment of mankind is lofty and we have been 

successful.  As an Order, we have achieved such superb 

goals in the past, while before us lies the challenges that 

require that we look to new and innovative ways of 

grooming new members. 

Our Order needs to turn our attention to the needs of 

today.  We need to look to the future and find our place 

in it and then mold our goals to serve mankind in new 

ways that meet the new needs of our changing world. 

I challenge all PM members to embrace the goal that 

they wear their Class A uniform to an Encampment 

meeting and to their Lodge at least once each quarter.  

When we are seen as PM members, we are fulfilling our 

duty to spark interest in our Orderôs Uniformed Branch 

and help our Order to grow. 
 

Chivalrously, 

 
General Daniel E. Mathews 
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SCHUYLER COLFAX DAY 

PROCLAMATION 
 

 

To all Officers and Members of all Degrees 

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
 

 

Fraternal Greetings: 

 

Whereas, the Rebekah Degree of Odd 

Fellowship was adopted in 1851, and the degree 

was the work of the Honorable Schuyler Colfax, 

later to serve as Speaker of the House of 

Representatives and go on to serve as Vice 

President of the United States of America. 

Whereas, the Rebekah Degree provides 

womanôs softening touch to Odd Fellowship, as 

founded upon the principles of the Order ï 

faithfulness, hospitality, purity and dedication 

as portrayed by women of the Bible. 

Whereas, because of the untiring efforts of 

Brother Colfax to provide a Degree for wives 

and daughters of Odd Fellows, the world now 

enjoys a Sisterhood of Lodges in twenty 

countries around the globe. 

Therefore, I, W. Larry Ferguson, Sovereign 

Grand Master of the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows, by authority in me duly vested, do 

proclaim, 
 

That the 23rd day of March 2017 be: 

Schuyler Colfax Day throughout Odd 

Fellowship in honor of the birthday of 

Brother Colfax. 
 

Further, please observe the birthday of Brother 

Schuyler Colfax by initiating a óColfax Classô 

in honor of the celebration. 

Done in the City of Winston-Salem, North 

Carolina, this the 1st day of January 2017, and in 

the 198th year of our Order. 

 

 Yours in F, L & T, 

 

 

Attest: /s/ W. Larry Ferguson 

 Sovereign Grand Master 

/s/ Terry L. Barrett 

Sovereign Grand Secretary 

 

 

Arthritis Month Proclamation 
 

 

To the Officers and Members of all Degrees 

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 

Fraternal Greetings: 

 

Odd Fellows and Rebekahs are proud to be 

recognized once again for their support in 

relieving the pain and suffering caused by 

arthritis.  I along with the Odd Fellow and 

Rebekah Arthritis Advisory Board, in turn, are 

proud to recognize everyone who has donated 

time and money in supporting this cause over 

the past years. 

 

At these annual meetings we meet an enlarged 

family and community of arthritis chapter 

volunteers who become our friends and co-

volunteers in a cause that makes you and me 

proud of our efforts in helping our fellow man. 

 

Now, therefore, I, W. Larry Ferguson, by virtue 

of the authority in me duly vested as the 

Sovereign Grand Master of the Independent 

Order of Odd Fellows, do proclaim, 
 

That the month of March be proclaimed 

Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Arthritis 

Month in cooperation of fund raising 

through the Arthritis Foundation in the USA 

and the Arthritis Society in Canada. 
 

All monies raised should be sent to your 

Jurisdictional Secretaries to be forwarded to the 

Arthritis Chapter in your Province or State. 

 

Done in the City of Winston-Salem, North 

Carolina, this 1st day of January 2017 and of our 

Order the 198th year. 

 

Yours in F, L & T, 

 

 /s/ W. Larry Ferguson 

Attest: Sovereign Grand Master 
 

/s/ Terry L. Barrett 

Sovereign Grand Secretary 
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2017 Annual Communication of 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commemorating Wildeyôs travels west 

 
The westward expansion of Odd Fellowshipðthe Second Meridian: 

 

The eastern Mississippi Valley and the Great LakesðGrand Lodges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The western Mississippi Valley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
óWE COMMEND YOU TO: VISIT THE SICK, BURY THE DEAD, RELIEVE THE DISTRESSED, AND EDUCATE THE ORPHANô  

Ohioð2 February 1833 

Indianað14 August 1837 

Michiganð5 November 1844 

Illinoisð22 August 1838, 

 lapsed and reorganized 1840 

Wisconsinð25 December 1846 

Kentuckyð14 September 1836 

Tennesseeð10 August 1841 

Alabamað23 April 1837 

Mississippið4 May 1838 

Louisianað5 March 1832 

Missourið13 June 1838 

Texasð29 April 1841 

Arkansasð10 June 1849 

Iowað1 May 1848 

Minnesotað5 May 1853 

Nebraskað27 April 1858 

Kansasð2 June 1858 

Dakota and the present SDð13 October 1875 

North Dakotað22 May 1890 

Indian Territory (Oklahoma) ð26 April 1893 



8 - I.O.O.F. News ð Vol. 20, Issue 1 

 

 

 
 

 THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE 
 INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 
 OFFICE OF THE SOVEREIGN GRAND SECRETARY 
422 N. TRADE ST. NW, WINSTON-SALEM, NC  27101-2830 

 

 

 

 

August 2017 

 

 
To the Officers and Grand Representatives of 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, and Officers and Members 

of all Units of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 
Fraternal Greetings: 

 

The next communication of The Sovereign Grand Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 

will be held in St. Louis, Missouri, beginning Monday morning, 21st August 2017, and ending 

Thursday afternoon, 24thAugust 2017. 

 

Headquarters and Sessions 
Hyatt Regency St. Louis at the Arch, Saint Louis, Missouri 

 

 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 
191st Annual Communication 

 

 

International Association of Rebekah Assemblies 

101st Annual Session 

 

 

General Military Council 

114th Annual Session 

 

 

International Association of Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

78th Annual Session 

 

 

Youth Days 

Friday & Saturday the 18th and 19th 

 

 
ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MAN.ò 

Terry L. Barrett 
 

W 336 725-5955 

F 336 722-7317 

ioofthesgl@ioof.org 


