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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@bellsouth.net 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

W. Larry Ferguson, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 N. Trade 

St., Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 

check the expiration on your paper and make 

sure to continue your subscription by sending 

in the proper fee shown on the back of you 

paper. 

Celebrating 
 
Tennessee Lodge No. 1, TNð

175 years 
 

Fisher Lodge No. 704, ILð
135 years 

Thoughts and Prayers to: 
 

Chuck Renninger, PSGM convalescing from 

knee and foot surgery. 

 

Betty Moates, PP-IARAðwill be missed in 

St. Louis. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Sympathy to: 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank You from: 
 

Kathy & Aurel Bellmore (PP-IALAPM) for 

the many cards, calls, and prayers while 

Aurel was in the hospital. 

 



Vol. 20, Issue 4 ð I.O.O.F. News - 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MANò 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

To All My Fraternal Brothers and Sisters 

of all Units of Odd Fellowship, 

 

Greetings, 

 

Realizing that this will be my final article as Sovereign Grand Master, I find it hard to 

know where to begin.  I must take this opportunity to ñTHANKò each of you for the many 

kind words of encouragement and your continued support of our many projects and 

programs during this past year.  I realize that without your help and support they could not 

have been achieved. 

When I think of the special projects we have as an Order.  I realize, again that the success 

of these projects are due to your continued support and dedication to make our world a 

better place to live.  Projects like the Educational Foundation, Visual Research and the S.O.S. 

programs. 

When I think of the Educational Foundation.  I think of all the many deserving young 

people we have assisted with their higher education through your continued support and 

dedication to this program.  Likewise, I also think of the many jurisdictions that award 

scholarship and bursaries within their own area to provide financial assistance to deserving 

young people.  Education is a wonderful thing and one of our best ways to get new 

members in the Order. 

You are to be commended and óThankedô for your dedication to all our projects.  

Through your planting of trees, shrubs and flowers you are helping to make our environment 

a safer place to live.  Through your contributions to Arthritis, you are helping to research of 

this crippling disease and maybe one day, the discovery of a cure.  With the S.O.S. we are 

continuing to raise funds to support this program. 

When I think of the many Memorial Ceremonies that have been conducted this year, 

particular ones that come to mind: the Canadian National War Memorial and the Pilgrimage 

to the Tomb of the Unknowns. 

In closing I want to extend an open invitation for each of you to be in St. Louis, MO for 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge session. 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

 

W. Larry Ferguson 

Sovereign Grand Master 
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ñUNITY Through UNDERSTANDINGò ï a link to the future. 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of our Fraternal Order, 

 

As I write my final Article as President-I.A.R.A. I take such wonderful memories with me.  

It seems like only a few short months ago I started this marvelous journey and here it is time for 

me to preside at our upcoming sessions in St. Louis. 

 

Meeting so many dedicated and loving members of this Order has been the highlight of 

these last three years.  The óGood Worksô in your Jurisdictions ï big or small ï made my visits 

complete. 

 

I think over and over about the kind hostesses that were always there to greet me and the 

many generous gifts of kindness I received from your Jurisdictions and members.  Love those 

Cheezies!! 

 

These last two months I have had the honor and privilege of taking part, along with SGM 

Larry, General Dan and Lady Tracy in the ceremonies at Arlington and Ottawa, laying wreaths 

at the óTomb of the Unknownô and the óCanadian War Memorialô.  These are very special 

memories I will never forget.  Thank you to the hard working committees that do so much to 

see that the plans all go well and the ceremonies are performed with perfection, grace and 

dignity. 

 

This August we will meet for a 4 day sessioné. Yes, a change but we will make it work.  I 

look forward to seeing each and every one of you who give of your time and energy to attend 

our session and take a part in the business at hand. 

 

Each and every one of you have touched my life in some way and made a difference.  We 

have worked together in ñUnity Through Understandingò. 

 

See you in St. Louis ï safe travels!! 

 

 

With Fraternal Love ï ñForget-Me-Notò 

 

 
 

Joyce Link, President I.A.R.A. 
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Dear Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters, 
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Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to 

serve as your International Association Ladies 

Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant President.  It has truly 

been a wonderful experience.  Thank you for all of the 

courtesies that have been extended to me.  Your love 

and friendships have meant so much. 

My year is passing by very fast.  I am looking 

forward to our annual session in St. Louis this August.  

I hope that you are able to attend the IALAPM this 

year; your presence will make a difference. 

I would like to thank my officers for agreeing to 

serve this year.  I would like to thank the Past 

Presidents for their advice and guidance.  The 

Executive Committee, we have worked hard and spent 

many hours visiting jurisdictions and making decisions 

that we believe is in the best interest for the good of the 

Order.  I would like to thank my home jurisdiction of 

West Virginia and my home Auxiliary Friendly No. 11 

for your love, encouragement, and support over the last 

three years.  They have helped make this a memorable 

experience and I am very grateful. 

To Larry, Joyce and Dan, I have enjoyed 

working with you and thank you for your friendship.  I 

hope that your term was rewarding and successful and 

the goals set for this year came true.  May your 

upcoming sessions go well. 

Thank you all for making a difference in my life. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

Lady Tracy Boyer 

President-IALAPM 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

July 2017 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers, and Sisters, 

 
On August 21 in St. Louis the planet Earth will 

witness a Total Solar-Eclipse, so bring your Eclipse 

glasses to protect you eyes.  The Eclipse will cover the 

convention center, so being there and seeing it is a great 

possibility and opportunity.  The next Solar-Eclipse will 

be in 14 or so years. 

 

Our Cadet Corps in Virginia is a great success and 

has graduated members into Odd Fellows Lodges and 

Rebekah Lodges.  This program is and can continue to 

be a great success for Our Order, but we need you to 

spread the word.  Our future is currently in Grade School 

through High School.  We need to touch this age group 

and help them to become the future of Our Order while 

they learn to conduct democratic meetings and how to 

work for the betterment of mankind. 

 

I wish to thank all the wonderful members who 

welcomed Shirley and I as well as the other GMC 

officers into their meetings during the past year.  Your 

gracious hospitality deserves more than the feeble thank 

you that I offer here. 

 

I hope to see you and your Eclipse glasses in 

August. 

 

If it is to be; it is up to us! 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 
General Daniel E. Mathews 

 
 

 

óa peaceful ruler; serving as a soldierô 
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2017 Annual Communication of 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commemorating Wildeyôs travels west 

 
The westward expansion of Odd Fellowshipðthe Second Meridian: 

 

The eastern Mississippi Valley and the Great LakesðGrand Lodges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The western Mississippi Valley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
óWE COMMEND YOU TO: VISIT THE SICK, BURY THE DEAD, RELIEVE THE DISTRESSED, AND EDUCATE THE ORPHANô  

Ohioð2 February 1833 

Indianað14 August 1837 

Michiganð5 November 1844 

Illinoisð22 August 1838, 

 lapsed and reorganized 1840 

Wisconsinð25 December 1846 

Kentuckyð14 September 1836 

Tennesseeð10 August 1841 

Alabamað23 April 1837 

Mississippið4 May 1838 

Louisianað5 March 1832 

Missourið13 June 1838 

Texasð29 April 1841 

Arkansasð10 June 1849 

Iowað1 May 1848 

Minnesotað5 May 1853 

Nebraskað27 April 1858 

Kansasð2 June 1858 

Dakota and the present SDð13 October 1875 

North Dakotað22 May 1890 

Indian Territory (Oklahoma) ð26 April 1893 


