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THE  BUNDLE  OF STICKS . 
 

 

Emblem of Strength in Union the peculiar emblem of the 

Covenant degree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This memento of a dying father, to teach his children the 

value of union, speaks no less impressively to our larger 

brotherhood.  It reminds us of the power of each member to 

sustain, and be sustained by, the others, when all are bound 

into one bundle by the bands of F. L. & T. making the interests 

and labors of all, the common property of each.  In Odd -

Fellowship, union is strength indeed.  One stick, separated 

from the rest, can easily be broken, one brother, isolated by 

selfish -ness, may be disheartened and destroyed, but in the 

firmly bound bundle, each brother can easily resist evil and 

accomplish good.  Each strengthens the others against 

unhallowed opposition, and all stand firm and unmoved in the 

mighty power of our Fellowship.  
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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@bellsouth.net 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

Danny M. Wood, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 N. Trade 

St., Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 

check the expiration on your paper and make 

sure to continue your subscription by sending 

in the proper fee shown on the back of you 

paper. 

Celebrating 
 
100th Session ð  
International Association of 

Rebekah Assemblies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(see pages 19-20) 

Thoughts and Prayers to: 
 

 

PSGM Louis E. Fancher Jr. 

 

 

PSGM Robert W. Smith 

 

 

Maj. Gen. R. L. óKenô Lasswell and his wife 

Lady Juanita (& Smokey) 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

Sympathy to: 
 
The family of Lady Juanita Faye Brothers, P-2nd 

VPðIALAPM ï2010-2011 ð22 June 2016 
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July 2016 
 

 

ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MANò 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 

My journey as Sovereign Grand Master is slowly coming to an end.  As this is my last article 

as Sovereign Grand Master; I want to briefly touch on some of the points of my program for the 

year.  I would encourage everyone to read I Corinthians 12:14-26 as this is a perfect example of 

how our Order must function.  Our Order is made up of many units and each one is important to 

our success as a whole. 

As you know, my emblems were the mighty oak tree and the bundle of sticks.  The bundle of 

sticks is such a simple concept.  Our strength comes in working together, not singularly.  

Members need to put aside their egos and strive for comradery and peace within our lodges.  My 

motto was ñDeep roots build strong branchesò.  This too is a simple concept.  We must strengthen 

our roots, before we can expect to have strong branches or units.  One example of strengthening 

our roots is learning and appreciating our history in Order to speak intelligently to prospective 

members about our organization.  Another example of strengthening our roots is supporting our 

youth programs. 

One of the greatest programs we have in our Order is youth oriented - the United Nations 

Pilgrimage.  Last year we added a 6th bus and this year, it is completely full.  I cannot thank the 

membership enough for supporting this outstanding program.  The young people who are 

fortunate enough to participate in the program take away many valuable lessons as well as lasting 

friendships.  If you have ever sponsored a student on the tour, then you have had a part in 

changing a life for the better!  It takes a lot of work to pull this program together each year and I 

would like to thank each and every person who is involved! 

I am still working to fulfill the obligations of my office.  I am currently on my way to the 

annual session of the Atlantic Provinces which I am looking forward to.  One of my greatest joys 

has been in traveling to the various jurisdictions and seeing the different manner in which 

business is conducted in different regions.  Lana and I would like to thank everyone for the 

hospitality extended to us in our travels.  The hand of friendship was extended in the most loving 

ways! 

In mid-July I will travel to The Sovereign Grand Lodge Office in Winston Salem, to 

participate in legislative discussions in preparation for our annual sessions.  By the time this 

article is read, we will be in session in South Dakota.  I would like to encourage everyone who 

can to attend the session.  It is very important that the Grand Representatives attend.  We have 

many items of important business to discuss and every vote counts.  In addition to the business 

sessions, there are many opportunities for enjoying times of fellowship at the banquets and the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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óTake time to be a Friend. 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

What a wonderful year this has been.  To each of you a special ñThanksò is extended.  

Without you this journey would not have been possible.  I have been welcomed with open arms 

in each jurisdiction I have been privileged to visit.  Thank you for all the gifts, courtesies and 

friendship that have been extended to me.  The past three years have flown by so quickly.  I can 

hardly believe that it is nearly time for Session.  The memories we have shared will always be in 

my heart. 

The theme for this year has been óTake time to be a friendô.  Friendship is the first link in 

our wonderful fraternity.  This link is strengthened by Love and Truth.  So many friendships 

have been formed because of our great Order.  Together we share the future by extending our 

hands in friendship.  If each one of us attained just one new member what a great day this would 

be for Rebekah-Odd Fellowship! 

For several years the I.A.R.A. has collected items for various charities.  This year I would 

like to ask you to bring school supplies to Session.  A box of crayons, pencils, notebooks or 

paper will all be appreciated.  Education is so very important to the future.  Remember it is not 

the gift but the giving that makes a difference. 

Danny, Emil, Cathy and I look forward to greeting you in Rapid City, South Dakota.  

During this Year of Unity, we said Deep Roots Build Strong Branches as Together we make a 

difference, Building a Team knowing that Youôve got to stick your head out in order to move 

forward.  This past year has been wonderful for us and we hope that in some way we have 

inspired you to make a difference. 

I hope you have made plans to attend our 100th Session of the International Association of 

Rebekah Assemblies in Rapid City.  Special plans are being made to celebrate this 100th Session 

in a grand style.  Come and join us as we remember the past and then march into the future 

proudly proclaiming ñIôm Glad That Iôm a Rebekahò. 

Thanks again for everything.  See you soon. 

 

 Fraternally, 

 

 

 

 

 Kathy Shary 
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Dear Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters, 
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Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

To All Ladies, Chevaliers, Sisters, Brothers, Friends, 

 

I would like to say a very big ñThank Youò to all of 

you, who have made my year so great.  We have had 

some sad times and some happy times, but that is what 

this Order is all about, being there for our Ladies, 

Chevaliers, Sisters, Brothers and Friends when we are 

needed.  I cannot believe how fast this year has gone 

by. 

There are a few Ladies who will not be at our 

sessions.  I am really sorry that they will not be there.  

We have a meeting room that is about 6,000 square feet 

and this is all arranged by our Sovereign Grand Master 

the Honorable Danny M. Wood.  ñThank Youò Brother 

Danny. 

To Lady Tracy Boyer, 1st Vice President, I wish for 

you and Gen. Dan Mathews the best ever and I hope 

you have a wonderful year.  I am here to help whenever 

you need me. 

To our 2nd Vice President Lady Estella Crowder, I 

cannot tell you how much I counted on you this year 

and you were always there for me.  ñThank Youò so 

much for being there. 

Jr. Past President Lady Carol Schoolcraft, ñThank 

Youò so much for being there for me and helping me 

this past year. 

To Lady Joyce Higgins, you were the 1st President 

of the I.A.L.A.P.M. that I ever saw at our sessions in 

California.  I was so impressed that I knew right then 

and there that I wanted to be an officer in the 

I.A.L.A.P.M. and be just like Lady Joyce Higgins, 

"Thank You" again for all your work and help. 

To Lady Judy Gordon, I was your Bible Bearer the 

night you were installed 2nd Vice President and I felt a 

Kindred Spirit between the 2 of us.  When you asked 

me to be your Chaplain I cannot tell you how Proud and 

Happy I was to say YES.  I was very happy to have you 

as my Installing Officer for Installation on August 18th, 

2015.  One thing I want to say to you is ñThank Youò 

(Continued on page 6) 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

July 2016 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers, and Sisters, 

 

Greetings to all! 

 

As summer is upon us, we look to see what all we 

have accomplished this term in Odd Fellowship.  The 

officers of the GMC and I have very much appreciated 

the visitations and hospitality shown to us by you, our 

dedicated and valued members.  We are here because of 

our deepest love for the Order. 

Our international sessions are quickly 

approaching and I sincerely hope to see you in Rapid 

City, South Dakota.  It has been a great adventure for 

myself.  When I first joined, I never thought I would 

have the opportunity to be General Commanding; 

however, here I am and there you are!  Again, thank you 

for this opportunity! 

The sessions will show our love for the Order 

even more through projects that are becoming a reality. 

The Youth Cadet Corps that you read about in previous 

editions is quickly becoming such an awesome project 

that I hope that it soon becomes a reality for the Order. 

By you and I working together and building the 

team, we can accomplish anything!  Helen Keller once 

was quoted, ñAlone we can do so little; together we can 

do so muchò. 

Best of luck to my counterparts as we head into 

our sessions.  It has truly been a friendship that will live 

on for years to come. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 
General Emil R. Suder 

General Commanding 
 

Letôs continue to Build a Team! 
 

óa peaceful ruler; serving as a soldierô 
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for all you have done for me and the I.A.L.A.P.M. since 

you were installed Secretary.  You have worked hard and 

done things that I was not ready to do and I am sure I do 

not speak alone when I say that.  You are always there and 

right on the ball for what needs done and who does what 

and so on and so forth.  Lady Judy Gordon, I take my hat 

off to you and say ñThank Youò over and over. 

To my appointed officers ñThank Youò so much for 

taking the office that you have and I am looking forward 

to us always working with each other. 

I would like to say ñThank Youò to 3 important 

people as my year comes to a close.  They are: 

The Honorable Danny M. Wood, Sovereign 

Grand Master 

Sister Kathy Shary, President International 

Association Rebekah Assembly 

General Emil R. Suder, General Commanding 

General Military Council 

We have been close and always there for one another.  

I know this will continue because we Love each other.  I 

hope the best to each one of you and hope that we will see 

one another often. 

Most of all to my family: To James, my son-in-law, & 

Mary, My daughter ñThank Youò for all the pictures you 

took at my Testimonial and all the flowers for each of the 

tables.  I cannot tell you how proud I am of you both.  To 

Ainsley, my Granddaughter, ñThank Youò so much for all 

the work you did for me.  I cannot tell you how pleased I 

was that you all were there.  I was so proud of you that 

night and always will be.  Seth and Ellie, my Grandson 

and my Granddaughter, ñThank Youò so much for all the 

work you did at my Testimonial.  You both worked very 

hard and I appreciate it so much.  I am so sorry I was not 

able to be at you ñBirthday Partyò on June 3rd.  I was at the 

ñCanadian War Memorialò to place a wreath in honor of 

the men and women that fought for Canadians who gave 

their fighting best and in some cases their lives. 

To my loving Husband, Ed, you never have told me 

no I cannot do something and for this reason I say ñThank 

Youò.  You have taken me to the Nevada or Los Angeles 

Airport at all hours for the day and night.  You drop me 

off and then you drive back home another 2 1/2 hours and 

you never say no, all you say is what time do you leave 

and come back.  I am so sorry you could not fly to some 

of the places I have gone to but I understand with the 

noise of the planes.  You were there for me when I was 

installed 1st V.P., and most of all when I was installed 

President and you will be there for me when I go out of 

office.  I want to say ñThank Youò and ñI LOVE YOU 

VERY MUCHò. 

Take care and Peace be with you all.  ñTHANK YOU 

TO ALL!ò 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

Lady Cathy Doub 

President-I.A.L.A.P.M. 

 

Youôve got to stick your head out 

(Continued from page 5) 

Wednesday evening fun night. 

I would like to thank the elected and 

appointed officers that I had the opportunity to 

serve with this year - W. Larry Ferguson, 

Deputy Sovereign Grand Master; John A. 

Miller, Sovereign Grand Warden; Terry L. 

Barrett, Sovereign Grand Secretary; Harless A. 

Turner, Sovereign Grand Treasurer; W. H. 

óBillô Guy, Sovereign Grand Marshal; Stanford 

T. óTakaô Shiroma, Sovereign Grand 

Conductor; Robert E. Castleman, Sovereign 

Grand Chaplain; Michelle L. Heckart, 

Sovereign Grand Musician; David Deloney, 

Sovereign Grand Guardian; Vincent J. Braucci, 

Sovereign Grand Messenger; Brig. Gen. J. 

Walker Houchins, Aide-de-Camp; and Jimmy 

C. Humphrey, Past Sovereign Grand Master.  

There are many other members who have 

helped me in this journey but they are too 

numerous to mention. Each of these members 

has a great love and appreciation for our Order 

and are dedicated to its success.  I would like to 

pledge my support to incoming Sovereign 

Grand Master, W. Larry Ferguson, as he takes 

the reigns of leadership.  I wish him all the best 

during the coming year. 

This past year has been tremendous for 

me.  I cannot adequately express how fortunate 

I feel for having been given the opportunity to 

serve as your Sovereign Grand Master.  I will 

forever cherish this experience and will remain 

ever grateful for the friendships that I have 

established along the way.  My thoughts and 

prayers are with each of you! 

 

In Friendship, Love, and Truth, 

 

 

 

 

Danny Wood 

Sovereign Grand Master 

(Continued from page 3) 
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 THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE 
 INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 
 OFFICE OF THE SOVEREIGN GRAND SECRETARY 
 422 N TRADE ST, WINSTON-SALEM, NC  27101-2830 

 

 

 

 

January 2016 

 

 
To the Officers and Grand Representatives of 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, and Officers and Members 

of all Units of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 
Fraternal Greetings: 

 

The next communication of The Sovereign Grand Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 

will be held in Rapid City, South Dakota, beginning Monday morning, August 15, 2016, and 

ending Friday afternoon, August 19, 2016. 

 

Headquarters and Sessions 
 

Rushmore Plaza Civic Center 
444 N Mount Rushmore Rd 

Rapid City, SD  57701 
 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 
190th Annual Communication 

 

International Association of Rebekah Assemblies 

100th Annual Session 

 

General Military Council 

113th Annual Session 

 

International Association of Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

77th Annual Session 

 

Youth 

Youth Day, Banquet, and Talent Night 

See óYouth Informerô for Details 

12-13 August 2016 

 
ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MAN.ò 

Terry L. Barrett 
 

W 336 725-5955 

F 336 722-7317 

ioofthesgl@ioof.org 
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SGL Session 2016 -- Registration 

Rapid City, South Dakota, USA 

All Members Attending All Units MUST Register 

 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, International Association of Rebekah Assemblies, 
General Military Council, International Association of  
Ladies Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant and the Youth 

 
One form per person ï register by July 20, 2016 ï made additional copies if necessary 

Name:  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 

Highest Current or Past Title   Unit of the Order Attending 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State/Providence: __________________________________ Zip/Postal Code: ____________ 

 

Phone: _______________________________ Cell Phone: _______________________________ 

 

*Arrival Date/Time: _____________________ * Departure Date/Time: _____________________ 

 

*Will you be flying or driving? ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 No registration fee for Youth ï however they MUST Register. 

Special Events 

 
No Meal Tickets will be sold at the Session ï ALL tickets must be ordered by July 20, 2016. 

 

 
Make Checks payable to SGL 2016 Session Committee and mail them to: 

 SGL 2016 Session Committee, PO Box 1213, Spearfish, SD  57783 

Youth Banquet for Adults USA $45.00   

Youth Banquet for Youth USA $35.00   

Officersô Banquet ï Monday August 15th
 

      Holiday Inn - Formal 

USA $60.00   

Fun Night ï Wednesday ï August 17th
 

      Chuck Wagon ï Mt. Rushmore 

USA $60.00   

     Total Enclosed   USA $ 

Please note any special dietary needs: 

  

   

Pre-registration Fee (before July 20, 2016) USA $75.00   

Registration Fee (after July 20, 2016) USA $85.00   

Registration Fee for Youth USA  $0.00   
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