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In the spirit  

of the Season 
we wish you 

Friendship, Love 

and Truth; 

Faith, Hope 
and Charity; 

and 

Universal Justice 

Lady Tracy L. Boyer 
President 

International Association  
of Ladies Auxiliaries  
Patriarchs Militant  

 

Joyce P. Link 
President 

International Association  
 of Rebekah Assemblies 

Gen. Dan E. Mathews 
General Commanding  

General Military Council, P.M.  

 
The Honorable 

W. Larry Ferguson 
Sovereign Grand Master  

Independent Order  
of Odd Fellows 
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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@bellsouth.net 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

W. Larry Ferguson, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 N. Trade 

St., Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 

check the expiration on your paper and make 

sure to continue your subscription by sending 

in the proper fee shown on the back of you 

paper. 

Celebrating 
 
Edna Crampton, New Yorkð 
100 years 
 
Sycamore Lodge No. 129, 
Illinoisð150 years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thoughts and Prayers to: 
 

Lucille Mulligan, PP-IARA 

Anna Lee Lockart, PP-IARA 

Louis E. Fancher, PSGM 

Conley Call, PSGM 

C. LaVaughn Lawson, PSGM 

Robert J. Robbins, PSGM 

Frances Kim, wife of PSGM Kim 

Barbara Burns, wife of PSGM Burns 

Virginia G. Thompson, TE-IARA 

Barbara S. Moser, PT-IARA 

Lady Anna Laurie Castle, PP-IALAPM 

and your Jurisdictional shut-ins 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank You from: 
 

John & Dot Burton of Louisiana for the 

donation given at the time of the flood in 

August. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Sympathy to: 
 

The family of Carl C. Williams, PSGMð

1991-1992, date of death 12 November 2016 
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November 2016 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

Greetings Brother and Sisters, 

 

I am hoping that all are having an enjoyable holiday season, be it Thanksgiving, Hanukah or 

Christmas, some have already started the holidays. 

 

The calendar part of 2016 is almost over, my hope is that you and your lodge have made 

progress this year. 

As you read this, my goal is to Recruit, Rebuild and Rededicate.  Let us keep the three Rôs 

this year.  Starting with the local lodge and educate the local membership on the projects of the 

Order and promote the Educational Program.  It is a great tool to recruit new members.  Also the 

UN program is a way to get the Odd Fellows name out in the community. 

 

We, who belong to this great fraternal organization of Odd Fellowship, know the pleasure 

and benefits of our great society and the wonderful things we accomplish within our community, 

our Lodges and our home. 

 

Let us reach out to someone we know and ask them to join with us in sharing this great 

feeling of Friendship, Love and Truth through the mutual sharing of our fraternal teachings. 

 

December is not only a festive holiday month; it is usually a month of reflection.  A time to 

look back and assess the good and the bad, the gains and the loses and make plans for the future. 

 

Let us be friends to all brothers and sisters.  Let us ñBe a Lover not a Fighterò, and have 

peace and harmony in all our lodges.  ñLetôs make the world a better place!ò 

 

Fraternally, 

In Friendship, Love and Truth, 

 

 

 

W. Larry Ferguson 

Sovereign Grand Master 
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ñUNITY Through UNDERSTANDINGò ï a link to the future. 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of our Fraternal Order, 

 

My óJourney of a Lifetimeô continues as your President of the International Association of 

Rebekah Assemblies.  How privileged and honored I am to serve in this capacity. 

Thus far this year I have traveled to and visited five jurisdictions attending their Annual 

Rebekah Assemblies.  Being greeted at the airport, no matter what time of day or night by the 

most caring and kind hostesses who also return me back to the airport at the ócrack of dawnô or 

earlier.  Thank you so much. 

The Assemblies have all been interesting and the business being accomplished in a 

commendable manner.  Working together in ñUnityò.  Sisters and Brothers assisting each other 

with ñUnderstandingò. 

Your annual session is the time to bring all business before the members thereby allowing 

all the members to be involved in the deliberations and decisions. 

The beautiful memorials that have been performed have impressed me as they honored 

their departed Sisters and Brothers, showing such respect and love with memories to be shared. 

Along with the business of our Order, the evening activities have been outstanding, with 

fellowship evident for all. 

I have enjoyed the sessions with our Sovereign Grand Master Larry, Deputy Sovereign 

Grand Master John and Sovereign Grand Warden Doug.  I value their friendships. 

This holiday season allows us to consider the needs of others within our communities.  

Partnering with service organizations is an idea and gets the word out of who we are and what 

we can do for our communities.  You can make a difference in someoneôs life today and beyond. 

I wish for you a very óHappyô, óHealthyô, óSafeô and óPeacefulô New Year.  Enjoy this 

holiday season with family and friends sharing and caring among all. 

With Fraternal Love ï ñForget-Me-Notò 
 

 

 

 

Joyce Link, President I.A.R.A. 
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Dear Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters, 
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Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

I hope that each and every one of you had a 

enjoyable summer.  Fall is now in its glory, the 

leaves are beautiful, there is a crisp in the air 

which means Thanksgiving for our USA members, 

the Canadians celebrated last month on what we 

call Columbus Day, is coming as well Christmas 

and Hanukah will be just around the corner.  This 

is my favorite time of the year.  It is a perfect time 

to reflect on our blessings, time to seek out ways 

to make life better for those around us, time to get 

together with friends and family. 

My co-partners and myself have dedicated our 

year to the year of Unity, so let us remember our 

obligations, as we move forward into the Holiday 

season.  And let us not forget my motto: ñOur 

Rewards are Equal to Our Deedsò, which seems 

extra fulfilling with the holidays approaching.  

We have just returned from the Department of 

Pacific Northwest.  They had a wonderful session.  

General Dan Matthewsô Testimonial was fantastic.  

The Northwest sure has a way of making you feel 

welcome and at home, we had a great time.  I 

would like to thank the IALAPM officers that 

traveled to the jurisdictions that I could not attend 

this fall.  I trust that things went smoothly for you 

as well. 

Merry Christmas and have a safe and happy 

holiday season! 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

Lady TracyBoyer 

President-IALAPM 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

November 2016 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers, and Sisters, 

 

Greetings to all! 

 

December is the month of giving.  It is the 

generous time of year when all of us look for gifts 

that keep on giving.  Why not give the gifts of 

Friendship, Love, and Truth to your friends during 

the New Year? 

 

The gift of Odd Fellowship is a mighty thing!  I 

suggest we consider offering Odd Fellowship to our 

Friends and Neighbors.  I was told some time ago 

that the best measure of a possible lodge member is 

someone you would invite to dinner.  If you feel 

comfortable that person would be welcome in your 

home, then why not ask them to join you and your 

Fraternal family at your Lodge?  And ask them to 

join your Canton as well! 

 

I wish everyone Happy Holidays and may the 

New Year bring good health, peace and prosperity 

to all. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

 

General Daniel E. Mathews 

General Commanding 
 

 

 

óa peaceful ruler; serving as a soldierô 
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Thomas Wildey Day 

Proclamation 

 
 

To all Members of all Degrees of the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

Fraternal Greetings: 

 

Whereas, pursuant to a dream, Thomas Wildey 

founded an Order that in time would influence men and 

women of every walk of life, and 

Whereas, it is appropriate to remember the founder of 

our Order who through his vision, determination, wisdom 

and talent saw the culmination of his dream, which result-

ed into the priceless heritage, we enjoy today. 

 

Now therefore, I, W. Larry Ferguson, by virtue of the 

authority duly vested in me as Sovereign Grand Master of 

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, do proclaim, 

 

That January 15, 2017 the anniversary date of the 

birth of our founder be celebrated as Thomas 

Wildey Day throughout the world of Odd Fel-

lowship. 

 

Further, please observe the birthday of Brother 

Wildey with special ceremony on or as near the 15th of 

January as is possible, and 

Further, all Units of the Order are encouraged to ini-

tiate a Wildey Class in celebration of the occasion, and 

Further, that the month of January be Thomas 

Wildey Museum Month in which members are encour-

aged to contribute to the museum, either monetarily or 

with items for display. 

 

Contributions should be sent to The Sovereign Grand 

Lodge, I.O.O.F., Thomas Wildey Museum, 422 Trade 

Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27101-2830. 

 

Done in the City of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 

this 1st day of November 2016, and in the 198th year of 

our Order. 

 

   Yours in F, L & T, 

[Seal] 

 

Attest:   /s/ W. Larry Ferguson 

   Sovereign Grand Master 

 

/s/ Terry L. Barrett 

Sovereign Grand Secretary 

 

Educational Foundation 

Proclamation 
 

To the Officers and Members of all Degrees 

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

Fraternal Greetings: 

 

Whereas, the Educational Foundation, the oldest 

project of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, estab-

lished in 1927, has made it possible for thousands of peo-

ple from all walks of life to further their education with 

low interest loans amounting to more than 7.4 million 

dollars, and 

Whereas, the Educational Foundation depends upon 

donations from all Units and members for its continued 

service in this most important field, and 

Whereas, the need for loans is ever increasing to 

meet the higher cost of helping men and women to find 

their place in life, working in all types of professional, 

business and trade fields, and 

Whereas, one of our commands is: óto educateô; 

what better way to achieve this command than through 

loans and scholarships of the Educational Foundation. 

 

Now Therefore, I, W. Larry Ferguson, by virtue of 

the authority duly vested in me as the Sovereign Grand 

Master of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, do 

hereby proclaim, 

The month of February as Educational Founda-

tion Month throughout Odd Fellowship. 

 

Further, request all Units of the Order to support this 

project by: 

Making a special effort to sponsor a money-

raising event for the benefit of the Educational 

Foundation or a treasury donation. 

 

All monies raised and contributions made should be 

sent to the Jurisdictional Secretary of each Unit of the 

Order and the Jurisdictional Secretary will, in turn, send 

the total donations for the Jurisdiction to: R. Kenneth 

Babb, Ex. Dir., Educational Foundation I.O.O.F., P.O. 

Box 20455, Winston-Salem, NC  27120.  This will enable 

each Jurisdictional Secretary to give credit for contribu-

tions made by Local Units. 

 

When you reach out and touch people through educa-

tion you provide them with the knowledge. 

 

Done this 1st day of November 2016, in the City of 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and of our Order 198th 

year. 

 

Attest: [Seal]  /s/ W. Larry Ferguson 

   Sovereign Grand Master 

 /s/ Terry L. Barrett 

 Sovereign Grand Secretary 
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ODD FELLOW AND REBEKAH VISUAL 

RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

 

HUGH J BRADLEY 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 
 

 The Hugh Bradley Distinguished Service 

Award was established to recognize the outstanding 

efforts of an individual, member or group of mem-

bers of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows for 

outstanding and unusual contributions in furthering 

the cause of vision.  This can be through education, 

preservation efforts and/or financial or other assis-

tance. 

 

 Nominees must meet the following require-

ments: 

1] Be a member or group of members in good 

standing of an Odd Fellow or Rebekah Lodge within 

the Jurisdiction submitting the nomination. 

2] Be nominated by an Odd Fellows Lodge or 

Rebekah Lodge, Grand Lodge, Rebekah Assembly 

or Jurisdiction Eye Committee operating under a 

contract with the Odd Fellows and Rebekah Visual 

Research Foundation. 

3] Have demonstrated outstanding and unusual 

efforts on behalf of the vision program at the local 

or jurisdictional level. 

4] Produce written evidence or documentation 

of how those efforts have benefitted individuals in 

preserving or aiding vision or in educating the pub-

lic about available options for preserving vision or 

aiding in the ability to see. 

 Nominations with requested information 

must be submitted and received no later than March 

15th.  Send nominations to: 

  Kenneth D. Higgins, Chairman 

  Odd Fellow & Rebekah  

  Visual Research Foundation 

  PO Box 336 

  Fulton, MO  65251 

 The Odd Fellow and Rebekah Visual Re-

search Foundation Committee, at its Mid-Year 

Meeting will consider the nominations and deter-

mine if there is one worthy of the award.  The com-

mittee reserves the right to not make the award eve-

ry year if the committee members feel there is no 

nominee who has met the requirements and merits 

the award.  If you have made nominations previous-

ly and that application did not receive the award, 

please resubmit again for review. 

 The award, a large pyramid-shaped trophy, 

will be presented to the winner at the opening cere-

monies of the annual sessions of The Sovereign 

Grand Lodge and International Association of Re-

bekah Assemblies in August. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

NOMINATION APPLICATION 

 

1]Name of Nominee: 

__________________________________________ 

 

2] Address of Nominee: 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

3] Name of Lodge, Grand Body or Jurisdiction 

Making Nomination: 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

4] Give a brief description of eye project in 

which nominee has been involved: 

 

 

 

5] List reasons why you believe this individual 

or group should be considered for the Hugh Bradley 

Award. (Please include in these reasons why this 

nominee is outstanding and cite examples of how 

this involvement is unique and worthy of recogni-

tion for outstanding work.) 

 

 

 

6] Attach documentation from Agency, Institu-

tion, and/or Individuals who can attest to the bene-

fits derived from nomineeôs efforts in behalf of visu-

al assistance. 

 

 

 

7] Include any other information supporting 

the nomination, which you deem pertinent for con-

sideration by the selection committee: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If more space is needed, please add additional 

sheet(s) 
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