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THOMAS WILDEY (1782–1861) founder 

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

(I.O.O.F.) in North America. 

 

 
 

Wildey was born in London, England, 15 January 1782.  He was left an orphan 

five years later - and the I.O.O.F. pledge to “Educate the Orphan” sprang from his 

personal childhood experiences.  At the age of 14, Wildey went to live with an uncle.  

After he had 9 years of schooling, he became an apprentice to a maker of coach 

springs.  He joined the British Oddfellows in 1804. 

When Wildey emigrated to America in 1817, the British were still unpopular in the 

States because of the War of 1812.  In that year Baltimore was suffering both a yellow 

fever epidemic and mass unemployment.  An outgoing personality, Wildey missed 

companionship and advertised in the newspaper to determine if there were any other 

Odd Fellows in Baltimore; he requested them to meet him at the Seven Stars Inn. 

On 26 April 1819, Wildey and the four men who responded to the advertisement, 

John Welch, John Duncan, John Cheatam, and Richard Rushworth, formed the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows in North America, dedicating the Order to achieve 

philanthropic goals.  Other Englishmen who were Odd Fellows had grouped in the 

states along the Eastern Seaboard, and Wildey gathered them all into the newly formed 

fraternity.  He traveled widely to set up lodges in the most recently settled parts of the 

country. 

At the time of his death in 1861, there were more than 200,000 members of the 

I.O.O.F. in 42 states.  In the late 19th century and early 20th century the I.O.O.F. 

became the largest Fraternal Order in North America with more than two million 

members. 
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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@ioof.org 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

Jimmy C. Humphrey, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 Trade St. 

NW, Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Sympathy to: 
 

The family of Lady Durea Russell, PP-

IALAPM 90-91 from Ohio — 14 

November 2014. 

 

The family of Donna J. Larrison, PP-IARA 

85-86 from Michigan — 13 December 

2014. 

 

Jan Simmonds, PP-IARA of Nebraska and 

family with the death of her husband Earl 

— 20 December 2014. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank you from: 
 

SGM Jimmy Humphrey for the many 

kindness offered during the testimonial 

weekend. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thinking of you: 
 

Jenny Sue Pearson, PP-IARA 

 

Lady Patty White, PP-IALAPM 

 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 

check the expiration on your paper and make 

sure to continue your subscription by sending 

in the proper fee shown on the back of you 

paper. 

Celebrating 
 

109 years— 
Calvin K. Quier of PA 

4 February 
 

90 years an Odd Fellow 
2 March 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Orchard Park Lodge No. 
187, NY—100 years 
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January 2014 
 
 

Brothers and Sisters, 

“WE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MAN” 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

Greetings all, 

 

I wish to share this article from Rick Boyles, a Past 

Grand Master of California because it speaks to a 

subject we all need to address. 

 

To Change or Not to Change — that is the 

Question… 
Whether ‘tis nobler . . . … just joking, to 

continue my Shakespearean appropriation. … 

Almost all members I have met of late feel that at 

least some change is needed, but what form of 

change?  The sad thing is that often lodges finally 

decide change is needed when it has pretty much 

become too late.  Lodges that have 5 or fewer 

members in attendance, often members of one 

family, are already dead lodges walking.  The 

Lions’ club near my lodge, conversely, is panicking 

because their lodge has fallen below 600 members!  

Do we really think 5 members makes up an 

adequate lodge structure?  In reality, it is only the 

skeletal vestige of a lodge.  We must change to 

include today.  What does that mean?  We must 

accept the simple fact that much has changed since 

1850 and show the world that we realize that.  One 

of the questions I generally hear from those outside 

our order is “do you guys wear funny hats?”  Thank 

goodness we do not.  The point is that the interested 

onlooker is asking such questions trying to ascertain 

whether or not we have climbed into today’s world.  

In my year as Grand Master, I found that some 

lodges really have not advanced at all.  To an 

outsider contemplating membership, it is not about 

charitable deeds (because they don’t know of them), 

it is not about cash handling (also an internal issue), 

it is not about some sort of political disagreements 

within the Order; it is quite simply the perception 

they get with their brief view in.  Tom Peters, the 

management guru, coined the phrase “perception is 

all there is” meaning that first impressions by an 

interested onlooker may be all the attention one 

receives.  If they perceive disharmony, distrust, 

hatred, or a general sense of malaise, they will shut 

off any further view of such things.  A happy, 

outgoing lodge spawns members.  This should be 

obvious. 

 

So then, the question should arise as to how do 

we become a happy lodge?  Simple, really, we must 

put our heads together within our individual lodges 

and see what makes us happy, not some external 

group or mentality.  Different lodges have different 

interests.  There is no worth in being a cookie cutter 

lodge.  No two lodges are alike, and it can be our 

differences that attract.  The problems within our 

Order come from our expectations that everyone 

should behave in an identical manner.  This will not 

and should not happen, and clearly our name proves 

this out.  While the Declaration of Independence 

declares “All Men are Created Equal”, which is a 

perfect statement, it does not translate to “All Men 

are Created Identical”.  If everything were identical 

where would the flavor and depth of life occur?  

No, it is our differences which are of most 

importance, our personalities.  It could easily be 

proven that most conflict arises in the world out of 

someone’s misguided need to have everyone else 

walk in lockstep.  This must never happen to our 

Order, but you can see the vestiges of that whenever 

you go into a troubled lodge, a few misinformed 

members squeezing the life’s blood out of their own 

(Continued on page 6) 
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January 2015 

Greetings Sisters and Brothers all, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together we can succeed! 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

Here we are in a bright New Year. 

 

I hope this letter finds you all 

healthy and the holidays were great for 

you. 

 

My congratulations to all of the new 

officers.  I hope your installations go 

well. 

 

I hope you all look forward to your 

lodge meetings.  Do you try to do 

something different some of the time?  

That is what makes our Order so great.  

We can and should try different things 

to keep it interesting.  Do you look 

forward to the meetings as a time to be 

with friends and as an opportunity to do 

the work that we can do or just hurry up 

and get through so we can go home and 

watch the football game or just watch 

TV?  I truly hope you look forward to the 

meetings as I do. 

 

Our Order needs more publicity.  

Our Order is civic welfare and our 

fraternal accomplishments should 

furnish our greatest publicity.  Let the 

world know that Odd Fellowship is 

right.  The future of our Order depends 

on how active we are in our Order.  

Please get out into the community and 

promote our Order. 

 

Our lodges here in Fort Worth work 

with the UFO to get much needed 

supplies to our troops. 

 

Brother Gordon and I attended the 

testimonial weekend for our Sovereign 

Grand Master Jimmy Humphrey.  It was 

a good time had by all.  I thank you all 

for the love extended to me in the past 

and I look forward to seeing and meeting 

you in the coming months. 
 

Fraternally, 

 

 

 

 

Sharon Burt, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEDDY BEAR—A SOURCE 

OF COMFORT AND JOY 

ALL OVER THE WORLD. 
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Dear Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters, 
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Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

Where is all the time going…also where has 

our winter gone, as I am writing this, it is the last 

week of December and we have no snow in 

Weirton, WV, guess I should shout YEA, as I 

know a lot of you have had mounds of the stuff. 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas 

and all your Christmas dreams came true. 

The New Year is upon us, and as we look 

forward to establishing new goals for our branch 

of the Order, now would be a perfect time to 

reflect back on 2014 and ask some questions: 

1. What did we accomplish during the year? 

2. Were we appreciative of our Officers? 

3. What can we do to attract new members 

and/or bring back members? 

4. Have we promoted our Order in our 

community, if so, did we advertise? 

5. Did we try to attain new members? 

And the most important: Where are we, the 

LAPM, going in the future? 

As brother Jimmy said in his Nov./Dec. article 

“Our success begins at the local lodges with 

brothers and sisters working together”.  Over all 

the LAPM only gained 3 new members last year, 

let us ALL work together to do better in 2015.  We 

can’t let our lodges and auxiliaries fold or die 

because lack of membership and/or enthusiasm!  

Hopefully we can begin anew, attend our 

meetings, do the Inspection and Floral March 

(which is still beyond me!) keep our members 

informed of what is going on…I know each of you 

can come up with lots of answers on how we can 

improve, and hopefully you will share them with 

our IALAPM Officers.  Please let me know your 

thoughts and answers on this subject. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

January 2014 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers, and Sisters, 

 

Hello Brothers and Sisters I hope everyone had 

a thankful Thanksgiving, a very Merry Christmas 

and joyous Hanukah, and a Happy New Year.  

Sharon and I want to thank everyone for all of the 

Christmas cards, they meant a lot to both of us.  

Since my last article I went to Carol Schoolcraft’s 

Testimonial weekend.  Sharon and I enjoyed the 

whole weekend.  Thanks Carol for the basket of 

fruit we enjoyed it very much and for the invite to 

your home for Dinner on Thursday it was nice to 

relax after a long drive.  After her testimonial we 

headed home to get ready for my Testimonial on 

November 14 & 15.  I had a lot of last minute 

things to get finished.  I had to change the 

transportation for the tour, I had a bus for 44 people 

but I only had 15 sign up for the tours so I rented a 

15 passenger van – It work out great.  Everyone 

that went on the tour had a great time and enjoyed 

it very much.  I had a great turn out I hope 

everyone had a good time while they were in 

Louisville. 

 

I hope everyone got home safe and sound 

before the snow hit on Monday.  On December 3rd 

we were on our way to the Sovereign Grand 

Master’s Testimonial in Savannah, Georgia.  

Sharon and I went to Jimmy’s lodge on Thursday 

night for dinner which was great.  The Lodge out 

did themselves on food.  If you went away hunger 

it was your own fault.  Savannah is a beautiful city 

and we had a good time visiting it.  The Sovereign 

(Continued on page 6) 
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I received a card that said: “New Year’s is like a 

new chapter in a journal—you get to write just what 

you want.” 

 

Have a Happy and Safe New Year & a lots of 

hugs and chocolate kisses for a Happy Valentine’s 

Day! 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

Lady Carol Schoolcraft 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Grand Master had a good turnout for his 

testimonial his committee did an outstanding job. 

 

I met with the study committee at my 

testimonial and they are working very hard to 

come up with something that everyone can live 

with and will get behind to help us build our 

membership.  I know everyone does not want 

change but we cannot keep going the way we are 

going.  They are going to try and have something 

by May when we meet in Washington, DC.  I hope 

that the Ladies and Chevaliers will stand with the 

committee and support what they come up with.  I 

want to commend the committee for all the hard 

work they are doing. 

 

By the time this is printed Sharon and I will be 

on our way to the site inspection in Fort Worth, 

Texas we are looking forward to going there.  I 

have enjoyed Meeting new friends and having 

fellowship with old friends as we travel.  Please, if 

you see someone selling my pins please buy one as 

all of the money goes to the Wounded Warrior 

project or send a Donation to me and I will add it 

to my donation. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

General Donald R. Thomas 

 
 

 

UNITED WE CAN CARRY ODD FELLOWSHIP INTO 

THE FUTURE.  WEAR YOUR UNIFORM WITH 

PRIDE.  {TOGETHER WE CAN REACH NEW 

HEIGHTS.} 

(Continued from page 5) 

 

lodge by presuming that they know the only way to 

growth and happiness. 

 

Then there are various statements and points of 

view which tend to be derogatory or negate another 

group or mentality within the Order.  Some 

members call lodges which attract members at a 

higher pace “clubs” as if this is a bad thing, the 

statement being that these are not “True Odd 

Fellows”.  I am still waiting their description of a 

“True Odd Fellow”.  Am I to understand that a 

“True Odd Fellow” is an octogenarian who reels off 

the ritual, eats a snack, spreads gossip and goes on 

home is a “True Odd Fellow” while someone who 

joined to be part of a shared interest promoted by 

the lodge is less of an Odd Fellow?  Hardly, in fact, 

it could be easily proven that the more admirable 

Odd Fellow is the new member wanting to make a 

new path, not locked on the old path.  A real Odd 

Fellow is a man or woman who sees the worth in all 

souls, who does not question humanity in general, 

who marvels at the world in total who loves 

mankind, who sees the joy in reality, who greets 

each new face with a look of love and joviality and 

can see the world as not a glass half full or half 

empty but rather with an all-encompassing and 

complete and total rapture.  Happy New Year! 

In Friendship, Love and Truth, 

 

Fraternally yours, 

 

 

 

Jimmy C. Humphrey 
 

 

 

UNITED WE STAND! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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 THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE 
 INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 
 OFFICE OF THE SOVEREIGN GRAND SECRETARY 
 422 TRADE ST. NW, WINSTON-SALEM, NC  27101-2830 

 

 

 

 

January 2014 

 

 
To the Officers and Grand Representatives of 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, and Officers and Members 

of all Units of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 
Fraternal Greetings: 

 

The next communication of The Sovereign Grand Lodge, Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows, will be held in Fort Worth, Texas, beginning Monday morning, August 17, 2015, and 

ending Friday afternoon, August 21, 2015. 

 

Headquarters and Sessions 

Sheraton Hotels & Resorts 
1701 Commerce Street 

Ft. Worth, TX 76102 
 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 
189th Annual Communication 

 

International Association of Rebekah Assemblies 

99th Annual Session 

 

General Military Council 

112th Annual Session 

 

International Association of Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

77th Annual Session 

 

Youth 

Youth Day, Banquet, and Talent Night 

See ‘Youth Informer’ for Details 

14-15 August 2015 

 
“WE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MAN.” 

Terry L. Barrett 
 

W 336 725-5955 

F 336 722-7317 

ioofthesgl@ioof.org 
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Sheraton Hotels & Resorts 

1701 Commerce Street 

Ft. Worth, TX 76102 

817-335-7000 
 

The Sheraton Ft. Worth Hotel and Spa is located in downtown Ft. Worth and across from the 

beautiful Ft. Worth Water Garden.  Club level accommodations state-of-the-art innovations with 

the warmth of our friendly, western crossroads city.  Our hotel as an exclusive in the downtown, 

Spa Beaubelle features a yoga room, Pilates studio, and six treatment rooms. 

 

The hotel is within walking distance or by Molly the Trolley of numerous restaurants and 

world-class entertainment, and convenient to Dallas/Ft. Worth international Airport (DFW).  The 

Sheraton Ft. Worth Hotel and Spa is the perfect place to hang your cowboy hat. 

 

There are so many things to do in Forth Worth.  Downtown Ft. Worth is ideally situated 

across the street from the Ft. Worth Convention Center and near Ft. Worth Sundance Square, Bil-

ly Bob’s, the Ft. Worth Cultural District and more.  Whether you choose to explore the historic 

Stockyards, marvel at exotic animals in the Ft. Worth Zoo, or spend the day in the Arts District, 

Fort Worth has it all. 

 

Rooms $159.00 (Single, Double, Triple, or Quad) 

Plus applicable state and local taxes (currently 8.25% per room) 

 

A block of rooms has been reserved for August 14 -22, 2015.  Hotel Reservations must be made 

directly with the Sheraton Hotel (817) 335-7000.  Be sure and state you are with the IOOF SGL 

2015. 

 

Deadline for hotel reservations is August 3, 2015. 

 

Airport Shuttle Service will be available to and from DFW Airport between the hours of 24 hours 

a day. 

 

Molly the Trolley the vintage style trolley is a quick and convenient way to get around Fort 

Worth.  Best of all ITS FREE!!! 
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The Sovereign Grand Lodge 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

SPECIAL EVENT REGISTRATION 
 

Any group wishing to have a meal, meeting or reception should return this form to the committee.  

It will be forwarded to the proper people at the Sheraton Hotel & Resorts.  They will provide menus 

for the type of event you wish to schedule. 

 

GROUP NAME:  ______________________________________________________________  

 

CONTACT PERSON:  __________________________________________________________  

 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________  

 

CITY, STATE/PROV: ZIP/POSTAL CODE:  ________________________________________  

 

TELEPHONE:  ________________________________________________________________  

 

E-MAIL:  _____________________________________________________________________  

 

TYPE OF EVENT:  ____________________________________________________________  

(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Cocktail Receptions, etc.) 

 

PREFERRED DATE & TIME:  ___________________________________________________  

 

NUMBER EXPECTED:  ________________________________________________________  

 

SPECIAL REQUESTS:  _________________________________________________________  

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Mail to: SGL 2015 Committee 

8186 Record St 

PO BOX 111443 

Houston, TX 77293 
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Airport Transportation Discount 

 
GO Yellow Checker Shuttle is offering discount DFW Airport transportation 

for 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge / I.A.R.A. Sessions 
 

Click on the button below to learn about several transportation options these include: 

Airport Shuttle ride share web-tickets (Best Price Option “NO Fuel Surcharge Fee”) 

 

$33.00 roundtrip online 
or 

$16.50 one-way online 

 
This is a shared ride service which means that the driver has 25 minutes on airport property from the time the 

1st passenger is placed in the vehicle. 

There may be other passengers going to various locations. 

 

Exclusive (Private non-stop) Van service for up to 10 passengers  .... $85.00 each way 
This shuttle leaves as soon as you or your party boards. 

 

Airport Lincoln Town Car Service Web-tickets  ................................. $74.00 each way 
 

An online reservation qualifies you for discounts from your city of origin thru our partner company, 

Go Airport Shuttle.com. 

Once the online reservation is made for your DFW transportation, the system will automatically make these 

discounts if available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Airport Transportation Web Reservation Portal 

(service provided by GO-Yellow Checker Shuttle) 
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Schuyler Colfax Day Proclamation 
 

 

To all Officers and Members of all Degrees 

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 

Fraternal Greetings: 

 

Whereas, the Rebekah Degree of Odd Fellowship was adopted in 1851, and the degree was the 

work of the Honorable Schuyler Colfax, later to serve as Speaker of the House of 

Representatives and go on to serve as Vice President of the United States of America. 

 

Whereas, the Rebekah Degree provides woman’s softening touch to Odd Fellowship, as 

founded upon the principles of the Order – faithfulness, hospitality, purity and dedication as 

portrayed by women of the Bible. 

 

Whereas, because of the untiring efforts of Brother Colfax to provide a Degree for wives and 

daughters of Odd Fellows, the world now enjoys a Sisterhood of Lodges in twenty countries 

around the globe. 

 

Therefore, I, Jimmy C. Humphrey, Sovereign Grand Master of the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows, by authority in me duly vested, do proclaim, 

 

That the 23rd day of March 2015 be: Schuyler Colfax Day throughout Odd 

Fellowship in honor of the birthday of Brother Colfax. 

 

Further, please observe the birthday of Brother Schuyler Colfax by initiating a ‘Colfax Class’ in 

honor of the celebration. 

 

Done in the City of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, this the 1st day of January 2015, and in the 

196th year of our Order. 

 

 Yours in F, L & T, 

 

 

Attest: /s/ Jimmy C. Humphrey 

 Sovereign Grand Master 

/s/ Terry L. Barrett 

Sovereign Grand Secretary 
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Schuyler Colfax 
Grand Representative from Indiana 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

How time has changed... 

 

The Degree of Rebekah 

 

This Degree of the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows of the United States of North America, and 

the Jurisdictions thereunto belonging, was adopted 

at the Annual Session of the Right Worthy Grand 

Lodge of the United States, held in the City of 

Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, on the fifteenth 

day of September, Anno Domini 1851, and the year 

of the Order in North America the thirty-third. 

 

The Committee by whom the Degree was 

matured and reported. 

 

Representatives to wit: 

Schuyler Colfax, Indiana 

Wm. T. Martin, Mississippi 

E. G. Steel, Tennessee 

 

TEST: Jas. L. Ridgely, Corresponding Secretary 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

The GRAND SIRE, in reply to inquiries 

respecting the manner of conferring this degree, 

having found it necessary to give instructions on 

several points not provided for in the printed work, 

deems it expedient to prefix a copy of those 

instructions to the present edition, as follows: 

The Degree of Rebekah is a side degree of the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, or in other 

words, an “Honorary Degree”, and, as such, is to be 

conferred on such qualified persons as may desire to 

receive it. 

It is the privilege of every member of the 

Scarlet Degree, in good standing, to have the 

Degree of Rebekah conferred upon him if he shall 

desire it, but it can only be conferred at a special 

meeting, called for that purpose.  The brother 

receiving it is not required to give previous notice to 

the Initiatory Lodge of his intention to take the 

degree, but if present at such a meeting as is above 

described, whether it be of his own or any other 

Lodge, he may receive the degree, on assuming the 

obligation attached to it. 

It is also the privilege of the wife of every 

Scarlet Member, in good standing, to have the 

Degree of Rebekah conferred upon her, if she shall 

desire it, provided that her husband makes previous 

application therefor to the Initiatory Lodge of which 

he is a member; and in this case, also, the degree 

can only be conferred at a special meeting called for 

that purpose. 

The degree can be conferred on any convenient 

number of persons at the same time; but it should in 

no case be conferred at one and the same time upon 

males and females.  The sexes should receive it 

separately.  No member who witnesses the 

conferring of the degree can fail to comprehend it.  

Besides, he will have frequent opportunities at 

subsequent meetings to become familiar with it.  

Therefore, when members are present who have not 

received the degree, the obligation, with the 

amendment above suggested, should be 

administered to them before the ladies are admitted 

to the Lodge room.  They would then be privileged 

to witness the conferring of the degree, and would 

thus be put in possession of it, as they could avail 

themselves of all the instruction given. 

In the absence of applications to have the degree 

conferred upon ladies, the members of a Lodge can 

have a special meeting called for the purpose of 

having the degree conferred upon such of 

themselves as are qualified to receive it. 

The special meetings in every case must be 

called by the Noble Grand, and, when assembled, 

the Lodge must be opened in the Degree of 

Rebekah.  The officers should be stationed, as they 

are during the usual business sessions of the 

Initiatory Lodge, with all the chairs filled, and all 

the members in full regalia.  Ladies who have 

previously taken the degree can, of course, be 

present in the Lodge. 

After the Lodge has thus been prepared for the 

admission of lady candidates, and the obligation of 

the degree has been duly administered to such 

qualified brothers within the Lodge as have not 

before taken it, no person shall be admitted unless it 

(Continued on page 14) 
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be a lady who is in possession of the degree, and 

can give the password of the degree, or a brother 

who is in possession both of the term password and 

the password of the Degree of Rebekah; and when 

such brethren are admitted, they should gracefully 

address the two principle chairs with the sign of that 

degree, provided the officers are not engaged at the 

time in conferring the degree. 

In the ceremony to be observed by the lady 

candidates on entering the Lodge room, there can be 

no objection to their being attended by their 

husbands.  Indeed unless there be a crowd of ladies, 

such a course appears to be peculiarly appropriate, 

at least until the ladies are presented to the Vice 

Grand by the Conductor, when the gentlemen could 

stand back. 

As soon as the special object of the meeting 

shall have been accomplished—viz. the conferring 

of the degree—the Lodge will be closed, and then 

the brethren present will have an opportunity to pay 

due respect to the ladies. 

At these special meetings, it is optional with the 

officers of a Lodge for the time being either to 

preside and officiate in conferring the degree 

themselves, or to call past officers to the chairs for 

that purpose. 

All applications made in the Initiatory Lodge 

for degrees to be conferred on ladies, should be 

recorded, and, after the degree shall have been 

conferred, the officers should make due report 

thereof to the Lodge, that the fact may also appear 

of record, both as regards males and females. 

Degree Lodges would, it is inferred, be justified 

in conferring the degree at special meetings called 

for that purpose, provided it be done at the instance 

of Subordinate Lodges, as in the case of other 

degrees. 

The object that appears to have been in view by 

that part of the work which ungallantly requires the 

lady to be deprived of the badge of distinction 

which has been previously bestowed upon her, 

might be accomplished by letting the ladies retain 

these badges, and requiring them to be furnished by 

or charged to the husbands, in advance of the 

ceremony. 

The initiatory steps towards putting the degree 

in possession of the Subordinate Lodges should be 

something after this form: Let a Past Grand Master 

administer the obligation to the Grand Master; he 

then, either himself or by a delegate, can administer 

it to his Deputies or other qualified brethren, who in 

turn should administer it to the Noble Grands of 

Lodges, when the work is committed to their 

charge. 

 

By the Grand Sire. 

James L. Ridgely, Corresponding Secretary 

January 27, 1852 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

To the Right Worthy Grand Lodge of the United 

States: 

 

The Undersigned, the special committee to 

whom was referred the business of reporting on 

opening and closing Ceremony for the Degree of 

Rebekah, would respectfully present the following 

as their report. 

 

Wm. Rounsville 

Schuyler Colfax 

G. W. Race 

 

Herewith in the report the Degree of Rebekah 

followed—the annual communication being in 

secret session. 

 

General Instructions 

 

When application is made by any Scarlet 

member in good standing for this Degree, to be 

conferred on his wife, the Noble Grand shall call a 

special meeting at some future time for the purpose 

of conferring said Degree upon the applicant or 

applicants.  The officiating officers of the Lodge 

have the right to call some experienced Past 

Officers to their chairs, during the conferring of this 

Degree. 

The Lodge being regularly opened in this 

Degree, with the officers and such brethren of the 

Scarlet Degree as see fit to attend, clothed in full 

regalia, the Warden shall examine the brethren in 

the Pass Word of the Degree, and if any brother of 

the Scarlet Degree present is found wanting, he 

shall be required to take the Obligation of this 

Degree before instructing him therein or permitting 

him to remain. 

Upon the Inside Guardian announcing the 

Ladies as waiting admission in the anteroom, the 

Noble Grand shall call the Lodge up, and direct the 

Conductor to introduce them (after they have 

removed their bonnets and shawls) to the Hall, 

entering with one rap, which is the usual alarm of 

this Degree.  After passing once around the Hall, 

two by two, the brethren remaining standing, the 

Conductor shall present them to the Vice Grand, 

which officer shall call the brethren down. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Arthritis Month Proclamation 
 

 

To the Officers and Members of all Degrees 

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 

Fraternal Greetings: 

 

Odd Fellows and Rebekahs are proud to be recognized once again for their support in relieving 

the pain and suffering caused by arthritis.  I along with the Odd Fellow and Rebekah Arthritis 

Advisory Board, in turn, are proud to recognize everyone who has donated time and money in 

supporting this cause over the past years. 

 

At these annual meetings we meet an enlarged family and community of arthritis chapter 

volunteers who become our friends and co-volunteers in a cause that makes you and me proud of 

our efforts in helping our fellow man. 

 

Now, therefore, I, Jimmy C. Humphrey, by virtue of the authority in me duly vested as the 

Sovereign Grand Master of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, do proclaim, 

 

That the month of March be proclaimed Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Arthritis 

Month in cooperation of fund raising through the Arthritis Foundation in the USA 

and the Arthritis Society in Canada. 

 

All monies raised should be sent to your Jurisdictional Secretaries to be forwarded to the Arthritis 

Chapter in your Province or State. 

 

Done in the City of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, this 1st day of January 2015 and of our 

Order the 196th year. 

 

 Yours in F, L & T, 

  

 /s/ Jimmy C. Humphrey 

Attest:        Sovereign Grand Master 

 /s/ Terry L. Barrett 

 Sovereign Grand Secretary 
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INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 
What is it? 

 

 A Fraternity — meeting in a Lodge system. 

 Striving to make the world a better place in which to 

live. 

 A way of living life, in which you care about your 

fellow man. 

 

1. What is an ideal Lodge? 

 The ideal Lodge is a group of people (Brothers and/

or Sisters) who enjoy each other’s company. 

 Men and women who have a common bond, a 

common purpose to ‘Visit the sick, relieve the 

distressed, bury the dead and educate the orphan.’ 

 

2. What does the ideal Lodge consist of? 

 A group of at least 5 people. 

 Who spend time and effort with service to their 

members, family, fellow man, children and 

community. 

 Who reach out to Others. 

 Who perform service to/for others, is seen as a useful 

and needed organization thereby receiving publicity 

(public relations). 

 

For you as a member of the Order: 

3. How many members does it have?   

4. What does an ideal Lodge do?   

5. Are Lodges different from community to community? 

  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Your Lodge – 

1. What is the number of members in your Lodge?   

a) How many under 30?   

b) How many over 70?   

c) What is the average attendance at a meeting?   

d) How often do you meet?   

2. How many Units of Odd Fellowship in your 

community?    

a) Do they all meet in the same building? Y/N 

b) What is the relationship between the Units?   

3. What community affairs is your Lodge involved 

in?        

a) Does your Lodge have a committee or Member 

who is responsible for Community affairs?  Y/N 

4. Is your Lodge able to confer Degree Work?  Y/N 

a) For Odd Fellows Lodges – which degrees?   

b) Does lack of proficiency in the Degree work 

embarrass you?  Y/N 

5. What is the application fee of your Lodge?   

6. What are the membership dues?   

7. Is your Lodge financially sound?  Y/N 

8. Does your Lodge have fundraising projects?  Y/N 

a) If so, what are they?   

b) Are applicable to the project?  Y/N 

9. Does your Lodge have a committee or member 

responsible for recruitment?  Y/N 

a) If so, is there a developed plan?  Y/N 

b) If so, what is the plan?   

c) Did anyone join your Lodge in 2014?   Y/N 

d) If so, how many?   

e) Are any new members serving on committees or 

in an office?  Y/N 

 Potential Members – not names of people 

 Types of people   

 Age range   

 Relationship to members   

 Interest   

 Et cetera   

10. Do you enjoy your Lodge meetings?  Y/N 

a) If yes, why?   

b) If no, why?   

11. Other than the Order of Business, what happens in 

your Lodge meetings?   

12. Has a member stopped attending the Lodge meetings 

or dropped out who was upset or frustrated at 

someone or something that took place at a Lodge 

meeting, function or action taken by the Lodge? Y/N 

13. Does your Lodge have a visitation committee? Y/N 

a) What is its function?   

b) Does your Lodge have a relationship with the 

widows and widowers of your deceased members?  

  Y/N 

14. Would you be comfortable inviting your best friend, 

boss or employees, parents, children or other relative 

to a Lodge meeting as a prospective member?  Y/N 

a) If yes, why?   

b) If no, why?   

15. Have you invited someone to join your Lodge? Y/N 

16. Has anyone in your Lodge invited anyone to join?  

  Y/N 

17. Why do you belong to the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows?  

  

a) Why do you belong to your Lodge?   

  

18. Do you think the Officers and Committees are doing 

their job properly?  Y/N 

a) If not, is it an elected or appointed position or 

both?   

19. Does the Noble Grand or the Lodge have a have a 

plan of work for the Lodge term / or a lodge calendar 

of events?  Y/N 

20. Do the same members serve year after year?  Y/N 

21. Are there members in your Lodge that disrupt the 

meeting?  Y/N 

(Continued on page 17) 

2015 — Is it time for your Lodge to make a change? 
First Things First will assist your lodge to evaluate its status… 



Vol. 18, Issue 1 — I.O.O.F. News - 17 

 

 

a) If so, describe.   

22. Does your Lodge adopt a budget?  Y/N 

a) Do you follow it?  Y/N 

23. Does your Lodge use the committee method or do 

you discuss most items that need action in detail in 

the Lodge meeting?   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

In the processes of collecting information from the 

membership the Committee on State of the Order will 

compile a current statement similar to the following: 
 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 

Mission Statement — Valediction / Creed / Perspective 

A mission statement describes the goals, objectives 

and underlying principles of the Order and your Unit.  It 

states simply what we/you are trying to accomplish.  An 

example is the popular Sam’s Club.  They try to give the 

members a sense of ownership and belonging.  Their 

stores are not located in shopping centers but are 

accessible and not obvious.  You have to be a member to 

get in, and you are in on something special. 

Any successful organization or business describes the 

main goal of their planning process as stating their 

mission.  All other aspects of the organization should be 

aimed at achieving the organization’s mission. 

You should be able to sum up the basic objectives of 

your Lodge in just a few sentences.  One statement should 

describe in a condensed fashion the nature of your Lodge, 

your Lodge’s philosophy, your membership goals, your 

style (how you are or can be different from other 

organizations) and how you expect to have your Lodge 

viewed in your community.  A statement of mission 

provides focus for your Lodge and should be the guiding 

principle of your Lodge for the future until the mission is 

changed by the Lodge. 

A mission statement might be: 

‘ABC Lodge’ is a spunky group of imaginative men 

and women that seek to associate fraternally.  We see 

ourselves also as partners with our community and our 

environment, and we seek a close connection with our 

Rebekah Lodge and our aging members.  We aim to 

become a recognized organization capitalizing on the 

need for wholesome family activities and the fulfillment 

of cheerfully serving others.  Our goal is to grow slowly 

in membership and maintain our sense of humor while 

giving our membership a sense of belonging and a feeling 

that we care about them. 
 

To help organize your thoughts for a mission 

statement, you may want to use the worksheet below to 

get an outline of what direction you think your Lodge 

should be headed in.  (This would be a group project, 

using a blackboard or large sheet of paper on the wall for 

all to see and use in the final phase.) 
 

A. What does and what would you like to see your 

Lodge offer its members?  

 

  

B. Describe the basic style of what the members in your 

Lodge should be like (spunky, imaginative, active, 

caring, ugly, courageous, lazy, creative, determined, 

enthusiastic, foolish, happy, kind, benevolent, 

honorable, helpful, friendly, cheerful, rich, 

persistent, proud, prosperous, reasonable, reputable, 

secret, sincere, thoughtful, ambitious, argumentative, 

charitable, envious, lucky, old, prejudice, wise, etc.) 

 

  

C. Describe what you think should be your 

Lodge’s philosophy in terms of the following 

areas: 

1) Relationship to members  

  

2) Relationship to other units of the Order  

  

3) Relationship to the community  

  

4) Any other relationship  

  

D. Describe how you would like your community to 

feel about your Lodge  

  

 

Mission Statement and Lodge Plan of Work: 

A. Write the Mission Statement for your Lodge as 

you would like it to be:   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

B. Use the following worksheet to develop a plan of 

work for your Lodge: 

1. Membership chairman:   

Committee:   

  

  

  

2. Community affairs chairman:   

Committee:   

  

  

  

3. Visitation committee:   

  

  

  

4. Finance committee will present a budget for Lodge 

consideration by: (meeting before end of the term for 

the coming term):   

5. Presiding officer of other Units:   

Address  

 

  

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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6. Joint projects with other Units:  

 

  

7. The following members joined the Lodge since last 

election:  

 

 

 

  

8. Appointed offices and committees offered to new 

members:  

 

 

  

9. Publicity chairman:   

Local newspaper that will print news items about Lodge 

projects and activities:   

Contact at the newspaper:   

10. Plan of communicating with members:  

 

 

  

11. The following work needs to be done on the Lodge 

building and in the Lodge hall:  

 

  

12. Estimated cost of repairs and proposed work:   

Funds on hand:   

Fundraising projects as follows:  

  

13. Recognition of members for outstanding work:  

 

  

 Recognition of someone in the community for 

outstanding service:  

 

  

14.  District meetings are as follows: 

Place Time/Date 

 

 

  

15. Planned visits to other Lodges or invitation to Lodges 

to visit for ‘friends, officer’s, etc. night’  

 

 

 

  

16. Plan for Lodge meetings other than the routine 

business:  

 

 

  

17. Policy with regards to committees handling matters 

referred to them and matters that are their 

responsibility.  This policy should be explained to the 

members and then attempt to not allow the Lodge to 

spend its meeting time in discussion matters that take 

away from the flow of the meeting.  Listen to 

members concerns about a particular matter; 

however, if the concern has been referred to 

committee, the member will be asked to meet with 

the committee for a resolution of the matter.  The 

committee’s recommendation will be addressed at 

the time it is brought before the Lodge. 

18. The following are the objectives for the Lodge for 

the year and the plan to accomplish them: 

Installation of Officers  _____________________  

Committee assignments  ____________________  

Officer appointments  ______________________  

Membership plan  _________________________  

Community projects adopted  ________________  

Meetings planned  ________________________  

Repairs or improvements to be made to the building 

or hall  _____________________________________  

Meeting with presiding officers of other units  ___  

Lodge communications  _____________________  

Fund Raising projects  ______________________  

Degree Work  _____________________________  

Attendance at District meetings  _______________  

Attendance at Grand Lodge and Rebekah Assembly  

 _________________________________________  

Financial condition of the Lodge  ______________  

Adopt a Budget  ___________________________  

News items to local media and jurisdictional paper   

 ________________________________________  

Membership retention  ______________________  

Committee activities  _______________________  

Replace inactive committee members  __________  

Social activities  ___________________________  

Visitation of non attending members ___________  

Teamwork  _______________________________  

Attitude and behavior in Lodge  _______________  

Other:  ___________________________________  
 

From this exercise the lodge should be able to 

write a mission statement and goals for the coming 

year; set a calendar of events; restructure the 

committees to involve new members or new 

participants; start junior members on the path 

through the chairs—RSS, LSS, IG, OG, Cond, 

Ward, Chap; et cetera. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

For additional membership tools see the web site: 

www.ioof.org 

under Members-contact the webmaster for your 

login 

1. Attracting New Members 

2. First Things First 

3. Have You asked Someone to Join today? 

4. Presenting odd Fellowship 

5. Informing the Public 

6. Helpful Hints 

7. Dealing With conflict 

8. Calendar 

9. Parliamentary Procedure and Schools 

10. Book of Odd Fellowship 

(Continued from page 17) 



Vol. 18, Issue 1 — I.O.O.F. News - 19 

 

 

FORTY SIXTH ANNUAL 

CANADIAN WAR MEMORIAL WEEKEND 
June, 5th, 6th, 7th, 2015 

Ottawa, Ontario 
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PLEASE PRINT or TYPE AND RETURN THIS FORM AS SOON AS NEW MEMBERS ARE ADMITTED 

 
The SGL - IARA Membership Program 

SPONSOR of NEW MEMBER 
 
Sponsor Name ____________________________________________  

 

New Member’s Lodge _____________________________________  
 

Lodge Secretary Name _____________________________________  

 
Address _________________________________________________  

 
City ____________________________________________________  

 

State/Province ____________________________________________  
 

Postal/Zip Code ___________________________________________  

NEW MEMBER 
 

Date Admitted ______________________  Bro. ___ Sis. ___ 
 

Name ___________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________  

City ____________________________________________________  

State/Province ____________________________________________  

Postal/Zip Code ___________________________________________  

Date of Birth: M/D/Y ______________________________________  

E-mail:   

Phone:   

 
The SGL - IARA Membership Program 

SPONSOR of NEW MEMBER 
 
Sponsor Name ____________________________________________  

 

New Member’s Lodge ______________________________________  
 

Lodge Secretary Name _____________________________________  

 
Address _________________________________________________  

 
City ____________________________________________________  

 

State/Province ____________________________________________  
 

Postal/Zip Code ___________________________________________  

NEW MEMBER 
 

Date Admitted _______________________  Bro. ___ Sis. ___ 
 

Name ___________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________  

City ____________________________________________________  

State/Province ____________________________________________  

Postal/Zip Code ___________________________________________  

Date of Birth: M/D/Y_______________________________________  

E-mail:   

Phone:   

Attn: I.O.O.F. 
The SGL / IARA MEMBERSHIP 
422 Trade Street 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27101-2830 
 
Fax: 1-336-722-7317     Email: sgldataentry@ioof.org 

MAIL, FAX, E-mail 
TO: 

 
The SGL - IARA Membership Program 

SPONSOR of NEW MEMBER 
 
Sponsor Name ____________________________________________  

 

New Member’s Lodge ______________________________________  
 

Lodge Secretary Name _____________________________________  

 
Address _________________________________________________  

 
City ____________________________________________________  

 

State/Province ____________________________________________  
 

Postal/Zip Code ___________________________________________  

NEW MEMBER 
 

Date Admitted _______________________  Bro. ___ Sis. ___ 
 

Name ___________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________  

City ____________________________________________________  

State/Province ____________________________________________  

Postal/Zip Code ___________________________________________  

Date of Birth: M/D/Y _______________________________________  

E-mail:   

Phone:   
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INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 

Membership Committee 
“A PROGRAM OF THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
REBEKAH ASSEMBLIES TO OBTAIN MEMBERSHIP 
GAINS IN ALL UNITS OF ALL BRANCHES OF THE 
FAMILY OF ODD FELLOWSHIP” 

 

January 2015 

 

 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

 

I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas and Hanukah as well a Happy 

New Year. 

 

We have started on another year of our Order 2015!!!  Wow how the years fly.  

With the start of a New Year, we ALL need to make a New Year’s Resolution to 

bring in some new members.  Our membership has shrunk to a critically low level.  

The time has come that we can no longer wait and say “someone else will do it”.  

There is not a “someone else” left—it is up to you and me! 

 

We will celebrate the 200 years of Odd Fellowship in North America in 2019, 

just 4 years from now.  I hope we are still around.  Odd Fellows and Rebekahs are 

still doing fantastic works.  Educational funds, Visual Eye funds, United Nations 

trips, Living Legacy trees, and literally hundreds of local projects in our respective 

communities. 

 

WE ARE GREAT PEOPLE AND A MARVELOUS ORDER.  Let our family, 

friends, and neighbors know how great we are and ask them to join our great little 

club.  If you do not, we will not be able to continue our fantastic works. 

 

Thanks for your efforts and your support.  Together we can make Odd Fellows 

and Rebekahs the biggest and best fraternal Order in the world. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Jon Petersen, Membership Chairman 
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I.O.O.F. Insurance 
scriptSMART is no longer 

available 

 

You may wish to review a 

discount perscription card 

program at: www.acrx.org 

(American Consultants Rx Inc—

an Atlanta bassed company). 

 

Contact: 

American Consultants Rx, 

Inc. 

PO Box 161336 

Atlanta, GA  30321 

 

(404) 767-1072 

www.acirz.org 
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VETERANS 
 

90 years 

Calvin K. Quier, PA 

 

 

85 years 

 

 

80 years 

 

 

75 Years 

Annis Webb, ON 

 

 

70 Years 

Vi Yates, BC 

Milt Kiefhaber, NY 

 

 

65 Years 

Stanley Brown, NY 

 

 

60 Years 

Mike Davidovich, NY 

 

 

55 years 

Hal Schoonover, NY 

Marlene Foster, ON 

Helen Farrow, ON 

 

 

50 Years 

Robert Benning, NY 

Marianne Flindall, ON 

Orlene Lott, ON 

Delbert L. Kennedy, OR 
 

 

 

When sending in Veteran members, list only those 

having an anniversary during the current year divisible 

by 5.  (starting at: 50, 55, 60, etc.)  Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Odd Fellows 

Veteran Buttons—starting at 5 years 

Item No. 1227—1242 

May be ordered 

through your Grand Lodge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebekah Veteran Buttons—starting at 5 years 

Item No. 2202—2216-80 

May be ordered through your 

Rebekah Assembly 

Buttons are not to scale. 

 

 

 

 

Also the following Jewels are available from your 

grand body secretary: 

 

 

 

 



26 - I.O.O.F. News — Vol. 18, Issue 1 

 

 

 

Return this form & your donation to: 

 

IOOF United Nations Educational 

Pilgrimage for Youth, Inc. 

422 Trade Street 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830 

Gift From: 

 

Name:  ..................................................................................  

Address:  ..............................................................................  

 .............................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................  

The UN Pilgrimage is looking for partners to sponsor one or more activities of the UN 

Pilgrimage.  If you know a company (or other source) that supports youth activities, please send 

their name, address and phone number or email to: unpinc@unpilgrimage.org 

We would like to: 

 

Sponsor lunch for _____ Delegates @ $8.00 ea. ___________ 

Sponsor dinner for ____ Delegates @ $15.00 ea. ___________ 

Sponsor _____ Delegate T-shirts @ $10.00 ___________ 

Sponsor _____ Delegate Room-Nights @ $40.00 ea. ___________ 

Sponsor _____ Top of the Rock Tickets @ $18.00 ea. ___________ 

Sponsor _____ Statue of Liberty—Ellis Island—cruise @ $18.00 ea. ___________ 

Team with a lodge along the bus route to furnish a meal $300.00 

Other [Please specify] __________________________ ___________ 

Put U in UN Pilgrimage 
 

Reach out and change the world today and the future!  The United Nations 

Pilgrimage for Youth belongs to YOU the members of the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows.  YOUR generosity has made this program a success for 65 years.  YOUR 

generosity will allow the program to continue growing, for another 65 years. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Your UNEPY, Inc. Board of Directors 



Vol. 18, Issue 1 — I.O.O.F. News - 27 

 

 

ODD FELLOWS AND REBEKAHS 

UNITED NATIONS PILGRIMAGE FOR YOUTH 
www.unpilgrimage.org 

Janet L. Bruce, Executive Director 

205 Hastings Way SW 

Poplar Grove, IL 61065-9090 
 

Phone – 815-765-2011 – 888-247-4983 

Fax – 815-765-2011 

Email – unpinc@unpilgrimage.org 

January 2015 

 

Greetings to all Odd Fellows and Rebekahs, 

 

The first deadline for the 2015 Tour was January 15 and you should already have your non-refundable 

holding fee of $800.00 for each delegate sent to the United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth at 422 Trade St., Winston-

Salem, NC  27101.  Please use the new Delegate Report Form to show how many delegates you are paying for.  If you 

missed the deadline and have delegates, contact me to see if there is any space on one of the Buses, a late fee will be 

assessed if there is space on a bus and the delegate is accepted. 

April 1, 2015 is the second deadline date.  By this date or before, you are required to have the balance of your 

delegate’s fees and your tour leader fees (if applicable) in to the United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth at 422 Trade 

St., Winston-Salem, NC  27101.  You are also required to have your delegate’s 2015 Completed Registration Forms 

and all Required Documents in to my office at the address listed above.  Remember missing any of these deadline 

dates will result in your jurisdiction be charged a late fee of $50.00 per delegate per requirement missed.  Contact your 

Jurisdictional Chairman for specific Jurisdictional Deadline Dates. 

 

2015 Delegate Registration Forms and 2015 Tour Leader / New York Staff Applications are found on our 

website: www.unpilgrimage.org, or you may contact me. 

The Week 1 Tour starts in Philadelphia on July 11th – July 24th; Week 2 Tour starts in Ottawa and Harrisburg on 

July 16th – July 29th. 

Fees Payable in US Funds is $1,600.00 for Delegates and $1,300.00 for Tour Leaders. 

Fees do not include the cost of transportation from the assigned point of departure to Philadelphia, Ottawa or 

Harrisburg. 

The New York Tour generally includes tours of Top of the Rock, 911 Memorial, Ellis Island and Educational 

workshops.  The Tour may have stops in Philadelphia, Washington, DC, Niagara Falls and Ottawa. 

Are you interested in being a Tour Leader or New York Staff Member?  Please fill out an application and 

submit it to me at my home address above, by January 15, 2015.  These applications will be submitted to your UNEP 

Board Members for consideration in February 2015. 

 

All FEES, PAYMENTS AND DONATIONS should be mailed to: UNP IOOF, 422 Trade St., Winston-Salem, 

NC  27101-2830. 

 

All DELEGATE REGISTRATION FORMS and TOUR LEADER APPLICATIONS with all Required 

Documents should be mailed to my home office listed above in Illinois. 
 

DEADLINE DATES: 

April 1st – Final payment for all delegates along with All 2015 Completed Registration Forms in Duplicate 

with All Required Supporting Documents. 

April 1st – Tour Leader and Assistant Tour Leader Fees – Fees are due in full, along with a copy of your 

physicians’ statement no later than April 1st. 

 

REMEMBER: PASSPORTS ARE REQUIRED.  A Passport Card is not acceptable.  Airline tickets, for your 

jurisdiction, which I order, cannot be obtained until I have a color copy of all your delegates Passport Page. 

 

Looking forward to the 66th Year of the United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth Tour in 2015, thank you for your 

continued support. 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Janet L. Bruce, Executive Director 
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Jurisdictional Contacts and Annual Meetings 

ODD FELLOWS 
 
Alabama – 9 June 2015, Grand Secretary – John Boshell, 1301 

Viking Dr, Jasper, AL 35501 

Alberta – 18-19 April 2015, Grand Secretary – Murray 

Lethbridge, 24 Northmount Dr NW, Calgary, AB  T2K 3E8 

Arizona – 16-19 October 2015, Grand Secretary – Ronald Long, 

604 E Ironwood Dr, Buckeye, AZ  85326 

Arkansas – 16-17 October 2015, Grand Secretary – Jon R 

Petersen, 5469 A E Hwy 14, Lead Hill, AR  72644 

Atlantic Provinces – July 2015, Grand Secretary – Walwin 

Blackmore, 11 Park St, Grand Falls-Windsor, NL  A2B 1C8 

Australasia – November 2015, Grand Secretary – Richard C 

O’Connell, PO Box 3340, Rundle Mall, Adelaide, South 

Australia 5000 

Belize – Daniel J Gorham, Deputy, PO Box 90, San Ignacio, 

Cayo, Belize 

British Columbia – 2-3 May 2015, Grand Secretary – Dino 

Fiorin, 1315 Douglas St, Victoria, BC  V8W 2E9 

California – 13-16 May 2015, Grand Secretary – Ray Link, 

14414-B Oak St, Saratoga, CA  95070-2669 

Chile – DDGM – Salomón Meyohas R, Rodrigo de Triana 4235, 

Depto. 93, Las Condes, Santiago, Chile 

Colorado – 10-11 October 2015, Grand Secretary – Douglas 

Pittman, 1545 Phelps Ave, Canon City, CO  81212 

Connecticut – 18-19 September 2015, Grand Secretary – 

Warren Smith, PO Box 1055, New Milford, CT  06776-1055 

Cuba – Grand Secretary Juan Manuel Grando Garcia, 20 de 

Mayo No. 615, Habana 6, Ciudad Habana CP10600 

Delaware – November 2015, Grand Secretary – Michael Lynch, 

1113 Maplefield Rd, Newark, DE  19713 

District of Columbia – 7 March 2015, Grand Secretary – 

Walter R Hoenes, 3233 N St NW, Washington, DC  20007 

Europe – May 2015, Grand Secretary, Guðlaug B. Björnsdottir, 

Trönuhólum 6, 111 Reykjavík, Iceland 

Florida –May 2015, Grand Secretary – Aldo Farradaz, 1664 W 

42nd St, Hialeah, FL  33012 

Georgia –17-19 April 2015, Grand Secretary – Joyce 

Humphrey, 2304 E 39th St, Savannah, GA  31404 

Hawaii – DDSGM – Lambert K Lui-Kwan, 1579 Hoolana St, 

Pearl City, HI  96782 

Idaho – October 2015, Kenny Averill, Grand Secretary – 920 

Grant St, Caldwell, ID  83605 

Illinois – 12-13 October 2015, Grand Secretary – Jerald T 

Sarnes, PO Box 248, Lincoln, IL  62644-0248 

Indiana – 16-17 October 2015, Grand Secretary – Diana 

Merritt, 5360 Rockville Rd, Indianapolis, IN  46224 

Iowa – 13-16, October 2015, Grand Secretary – Lawrence 

Shilling, 5850 Oakwood Dr NW, Des Moines, IA  50322 

Kansas – October 2015 – Grand Secretary – Wesley Wilbur, PO 

Box 20, Peck, KS  67120 

Kentucky – 11 October 2015, Grand Secretary – James Sanders, 

1620 Pontiac Way, Bowling Green, KY 42103 

Louisiana – 14-15, March 2015, DDSGM Joyce Humphrey, 

2304 E 39th St, Savannah, GA  31404 

Maine – 17-18 October 2015, Grand Secretary – Ken Grant, 80 

Caron Ln, Auburn, ME  04210 

Manitoba – April 2015, Grand Secretary – Dorian Sherman, 

118-4025 Roblin Blvd, Winnipeg, MB  R3R 3V5 

Maryland – May 2015, Grand Secretary – Clair R Carrick, 7721 

Old Battle Grove Rd, Dundalk, MD  21222 

Massachusetts – 4-6 June 2015, Grand Secretary – Clarence 

Plant, 104 Randolph Rd, Worcester, MA  01606 

Mexico – DDSGM – Oscar H. Delferrial, POB 940, Clearlake, 

CA  95422-0940 

Michigan – 19-22 October 2014, Grand Secretary – Anthony 

Poma, 115 W St Joe St, Litchfield, MI  49252 

Minnesota – 18-20 June 2015, Grand Secretary – Alex Saloum, 

PO Box 7415 Hutchinson, MN 55350-7415 

Mississippi – June 2015, Grand Secretary – Ken Howard, PO 

Box 1127, Greenwood, MS  38935-1127 

Missouri – May 2015, Grand Secretary – Kenneth D Higgins, 

PO Box 336, Fulton, MO  65251 

Montana – June 2015, Grand Secretary – Donald R Scott, 109 

Riverview 5W, Great Falls, MT  59404 

Nebraska – 15-17, October 2015, Grand Secretary – Jim 

Standerford, 237 S 70th St Ste 103, Lincoln, NE  68510 

Nevada – 15-16, June 2015, Grand Secretary – William Knight, 

2230 S Curry St, Carson City, NV 89703 

New Hampshire – 24-25 April 2015, Grand Secretary Kevin 

Taylor, 200 Pleasant St, Concord, NH  03301-2505 

New Jersey – 17-19 June 2015, Grand Secretary – Debbie L 

McClelland, 4527 Rte 130 S. Burlington, NJ 08016 

New Mexico – September 2015, Grand Secretary – Barbara J 

Corfield, POB 9234, Albuquerque, NM  87119-9234 

New York – July 2015, Grand Secretary – Donald D. 

Rutigliano, 245 Costa Rd, Highland, NY  12528 

North Carolina – 15-17 October 2015, Grand Secretary – R 

Kenneth Babb, 315 N Spruce St, Ste 250, Winston-Salem, NC  

27101 

North Dakota – 12-13 June 2015, Grand Secretary – Mark 

Ulrich, 1107 Walnut St, Devils Lake, ND  58301 

Ohio – May 2015, Grand Secretary – Hebern D Hannah, PO 

Box 1088, Springfield, OH  45501-1088 

Oklahoma – 23-25 Oct 2015, Grand Secretary – Jandryd 

Lawson, PO Box 588, Perry, OK  73077-0588 

Ontario – 5-6 May 2015, Grand Secretary – John R Nichols, 

157 Frederick St, Stratford, ON  N5A 3V6 

Oregon – 12 May 2015, Grand Secretary – Patricia O Fries, 

3202 SE Holgate Blvd, Portland, OR  97202 

Pennsylvania – 22-24 June 2015, Grand Secretary –Justin C 

Bailey, 1001 W Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA  17057-4899 

Puerto Rico – DDSGM Alberto Cue Varela, Alameda No. 40 – 

Urb Munoz Rivera, Guaynabo, PR  00969 

Quebec – 29-30 May 2015, Grand Secretary – Wilhelm Loken, 

15 Rue Flynn, Trois Rivieres, QC  G8W 1E7 

Rhode Island – 11 April 2015, Grand Secretary – Maurice W 

Warren, PO Box 296, Bristol, RI  02809-0296 

Saskatchewan – 9-11 June 2015, Grand Secretary – Nick 

Seneshen, Box 1060, Unity, SK  S0K 4L0 

South Carolina – May 2015, DDSGM Donald C Robertson, 

3212 Harmony Church Rd, Gainesville, GA  30507 

South Dakota – 18-19 September 2015, Grand Secretary – 

Denise Castor, PO Box 1213, Spearfish, SD  57783 

Tennessee – 21-24 June 2015, Grand Secretary – C E Worrell 

Sr, PO Box 323, Ridgetop, TN  37152-0323 

Texas – 16-17 March 2015, Grand Secretary – James R Daniel, 

3440 W Second Ave, Corsicana, TX  75110 

Uruguay – DDSGM Juan Lowenstein, F Berro 606 apt 402, 

Montevideo 11300, Uruguay 

Utah – 17-18 April 2015, Grand Secretary – Linda Shelton, 

3287 E Kenton Dr, SLC, UT 84109-2222 

Vermont – 9 May 2015, Grand Secretary – Edward Spaulding, 

786 VT Rte 10, Chester, VT  05143 

Virginia – May 2015, Grand Secretary – Jack Gibson, PO Box 

22458, Newport News, VA  23609 
(Continued on page 30) 
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Washington – 22-24 June 2015, Grand Secretary – Harry W 

Coulter, PO Box 377, Buckley, WA  98321-0377 

West Virginia – 14-17 October 2015, Grand Secretary – Paul L 

Hevner, 1465 Tremont Ave, Morgantown, WV  26505 

Wisconsin – 8-10 June 2015, Grand Secretary – Joyce M 

Proulx, 490 Tyrolian Dr, Green Bay, WI  54302-5143 

Wyoming – 8 June 2015, Grand Secretary – Jim Wilson, PO 

Box 1375, Rock Springs, WY  82902 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

REBEKAHS 
 

Alabama – 8-10 June 2015, Secretary – Ann Coppock, 601 

Sterling St, Piedmont, AL  36272 

Alberta – 17-19 April 2015, Secretary – Darlene B Clemmer, 24 

Northmount Dr, NW, Calgary, AB  T2K 3E8 

Arizona – October 2015, Secretary – Ruth Kriete, 15658 N. 

Lakeforest Dr, Sun City, AZ  85351-1446 

Arkansas – October 2015, Secretary – Minnie Alston, PO Box 

1944, Mena, AR  71953 

Atlantic Provinces – 9 July 2015, Secretary – N Patricia 

Murchy, Box 407 53 Queen St, Dartmouth, NS  B2Y 3Y5 

British Columbia – 28-30 April 2015, Secretary – Carol Briggs, 

Box 694, Cumberland, BC  V0R 1S0 

California – May 2015, Secretary – Karolinne Livingston, PO 

Box 637, Gilroy, CA  95021-0637 

Colorado – October 2015, Secretary – Raedeane Pegoraro, 1545 

Phelps Ave, Canon City, CO  81212 

Connecticut – 18-19 September 2015, Secretary – Carol A 

Maggi, 891 Pearl Lake Rd, Waterbury, CT  06706 

Delaware – November 2015, Secretary – Judy A Alexander, 1 

South Lunenburg Dr. New Castle, DE  19720 

Florida – 20 May 2015, Secretary – Virginia Elliott, PO Box 22, 

Lake Panasoffkee, FL  33538 

Georgia – 17-19 April 2015, Secretary – Marie B Poole, 3904 

Fraser Cir, Gainesville, GA  30506 

Idaho – October 2015, Secretary – Vicky L Kiele, PO Box 359, 

Kooskia, ID  83539 

Illinois – 12-13 October 2015, Secretary – Janet L Bruce, PO 

Box 1806, Belvidere, IL 61008 

Indiana – October 2015, Secretary – Donna M Limp, 5360 

Rockville Rd, Indianapolis, IN  46224 

Iowa – October 2015, Secretary – Marilyn Hurlbut, 2206 W 12th 

St, Cedar Falls, IA  50613 

Kansas – 14-15 October 2015, Secretary – JaNell Clark, 8514 

Harvest Valley Dr, Viola, KS  67149 

Kentucky – 11-14 October 2015, Secretary – Erolyn McCann, 

4030 Tates Creek Rd #1210, Lexington, KY  40517 

Louisiana – March 2015, Secretary – Dorothy A Burton, 5085 

Green Ridge Dr, Baton Rouge, LA  70814-6002 

Maine – October 2015, Secretary – Kera Ashline, 24 Nealley St, 

South Berwick, ME  03908 

Manitoba – 26-28 April 2015, Secretary – Terry Leah, 120 - 

4025 Roblin Blvd, Winnipeg, MB  R3R 3V5 

Maryland – 14-15 May 2015, Secretary – Beverly Labuda, 

8122 Holly Rd, Clearwater Beach, MD  21226 

Massachusetts – 5-6 June 2015, Secretary – Cynthia Schofield, 

16 Harvard St, Malden, MA  02148 

Michigan – 18-21 October 2015, Secretary – Kathleen Shary, 

405 Walnut Dr, South Lyon, MI  48178 

Minnesota – 18-20 June 2015, Secretary – Donna Perryman, 8 

Cleveland Ave E., Winnebago, MN  56098 

Mississippi – June 2015, Secretary – Jill Hightower, 9121 

Mayfield Ct E, Grand Bay, AL  36541 

Missouri – 16-19 May 2015, Secretary – Terry Higgins, PO Box 

153, Fulton, MO  65251 

Montana – 13-14 June 2015, Secretary – Joan Fischer, 3157 

Conestoga Way, Billings, MT  59105 

Nebraska – 15-16 October 2015, Secretary – Garnett Rinaker, 

724 W Sixth St, Fremont, NE  68025 

Nevada – 15-16 June 2015, Secretary – Shirley Knight, 2230 S 

Curry St, Carson City, NV  89703-5906 

New Hampshire – 24-25 April 2015, Secretary – Marion G 

Russell, 200 Hanover St #110, Manchester, NH  03104-6127 

New Jersey –13-15 October 2015, Secretary – Doris Hubbs, 201 

Cornell Rd, Audubon, NJ  08106 

New Mexico – 24-27 September 2015, Secretary – D’Elva 

Emert, 2113 Smith Ln, Farmington, NM  87401 

New York – 26-28 July 2015, Secretary – Donna J Miller, 205 

Stafford Ave, Syracuse, NY  13206-3312 

North Carolina – 15-17 October 2015, Secretary – Ellen C 

Dunlap, 4858 Woodymill Rd, Greensboro NC  27406  

Ohio – 27-28 April 2015, Secretary – Diana Kurzawa, PO Box 

0307, Willoughby, OH  44096-0307 

Oklahoma – 23-25 October 2015, Secretary – Kathy Bridgett, 

4520 SE 25, Del City, Oklahoma 73115 

Ontario – 4 May 2015, Secretary – Carson Shulist, 5207 Valley 

View Cres, Niagara Falls, ON  L2E 7E5 

Oregon – 13-15 May 2015, Secretary – Mary Houle, 27997 

Cottage Grove Lorane Rd, Cottage Grove, OR  97424-9736 

Pennsylvania – 21-24 June 2015, Secretary – Sarah M Baer, 

1001 W Harrisburg Pk, Middletown, PA  17057. 

Quebec – 29-30 May 2015, Secretary – Nancy Barton, 394 

Brunelle St, Sherrbrooke, QC  J1R 0B6 

Rhode Island – 10-11 April 2015, Secretary – Karen E 

Hawkins, 1223 Saugatucket Rd A-207, Wakefield, RI  02879 

Saskatchewan – 10-12 June 2015, Secretary – Laura Argue, 202 

Westpointe Estates, Regina, SK  S4Y 1A4 

South Carolina – May 2015, Secretary – DDSGM 

South Dakota – 18-19 September 2015, Secretary – Sandy 

Glover, 14 Crescent Drive, Deadwood, SD  57732-1527 

Tennessee – June 2015, Secretary – Patsy James, 2044 Ussery 

Rd S, Clarksville, TN 37040 

Texas – March 2015, Secretary – Rosie McMillin, 16400 KC Rd 

4060, Scurry, TX  75158 

Utah – April 2015, Secretary – Elaine Woodward, 7752 S 

Pioneer St, Midvale, UT  84047-7413 

Vermont – 8-9 May 2015, Secretary – Nora-Ellen Spaulding, 

786 VT Rte 10, Chester, VT  05143 

Virginia – May 2015, Secretary – Janet E. Gibson, 417 Maureen 

Dr, Newport News, VA  23602 

Washington – June 2015, Secretary – Marcia Presley, PO Box 

2088, Orting, WA 98360 

West Virginia – October 2015, Secretary – Mary Bess, 44 

Orchard Dr, Elkview, WV  25071 

Wisconsin – 7-10 June 2015, Secretary – Doris E Potratz, 5421 

S Amberwood Ln, Greenfield, WI  53221-3203 

Wyoming – 10-11 June 2015, Secretary – Donna York, 467 

Cherokee Trail, Douglas, WY  82633 

 

(Continued from page 29) 
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The Sovereign Grand Lodge 
 

Sovereign Grand Master 
The Honorable Jimmy C. Humphrey 

2304 E 39th St 

Savannah, GA  31404 

912.232.0168 

jaysea2304@aol.com 
 

Sovereign Grand Secretary 
Terry L. Barrett—IL 

422 Trade St. 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830 

O: 336.725.5955 - (800) 235-8358 

F: 336.722.7317 

ioofthesgl@ioof.org 

 
I.A.R.A. 

President 
Sharon Burt 

2454 Roberts Cut Off Rd 

Fort Worth, TX  76114-1548 

817.740.1596 

granybear5@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
Vivian W. Pursell—FL 

422 Trade St., Ste. R 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101 

O: 336.725.6037 - (800) 766-1838 

F: 336.773.1066 

e-mail: seciara422@gmail.com 

 
General Military Council 

General Commanding 
Gen. Donald R. Thomas 

5095 St John Rd 

Elizabethtown, KY  42701-8793 

270.862.9458 

smoke42701@yahoo.com 
 

Adjutant General 
Gen. Clement H. Olson 

7243 Wilrose Court 

North Tonawanda, NY  14120-1482 

P: 716.692.1929 

E: caolson1@verizon.net 

 
I.A.L.A.P.M. 

President 
Lady Carol Schoolcraft 

72 laurel Dr 

Weitron, WV  26062 

304.748.5921 

dacschooly@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
Lady Judy G. Gordon 

3136 Richard Ave NE 

Roanoke, VA  24013 

540.981.0143 

jj1947@aol.com 

 

 

Miscellaneous Addresses 
 

Educational Foundation 

R. Kenneth Babb, Ex. Dir. 

P.O. Box 20455 

Winston-Salem, NC  27120 

(336) 724-5116 - F (336) 724-5116 

e-mail: RKBabb1@BellSouth.net 
 

United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth 

Janet L. Bruce, Exec. Dir. 

I.O.O.F. United Nations Educational 

Pilgrimage for Youth, Inc. 

205 Hastings Way SW 

Poplar Grove, IL  61065-9090 

P: 888.247.4983 

F: 815.765.2011 

E: unpinc@unpilgrimage.org 
 

Mail donations to: 

UNP 

422 Trade Street 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101 

 

Visual Research Foundation 

Kenneth D. Higgins, Chm. 

POB 336 

Fulton, MO  65251 

P: 573.642.3573 

E: kennethhiggins@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mail donations to: 

VRF 

422 Trade Street 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101 
 

Arthritis Advisory Board 

Clarence Plant 

8 Trowbridge Road 

Worcester, MA  01609 

P: 508.852.7702 

E: cplant@oddfellowshome.com 
 

Mail donations to your local Chapter/
Society—only report totals to The SGL once a 
year on the forms sent to GL & RA. 

 

The SGL/IARA JYC 

James R. Daniel, Chm. 

3440 W Second Ave 

Corsicana, TX  75110 

903.872.7438 

jamesrdaniel@nctv.com 
 

I.O.O.F. SOS Children’s Village 

Robert J. Robbins, Chm. 

robioof@q.com 
 

Mail donations to: 

The SGL I.O.O.F.—SOS 

422 Trade Street 

Winston-Salem, NC  27101 
 

I.O.O.F. Web Site: 

 WWW.IOOF.ORG 

List of Vendors 
 

Memorial Flags: 
 

The National Flag Co. 
1819 Freeman Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH  45214 
P: (800) 543-7678 

 
 
 
Degree Robes, 

Memorial Flags 
& Grave Markers 

 
Kalamazoo Regalia 
728 W. Michigan 
Kalamazoo, MI  49007 
P: (269) 344-4299 
 (888) 344-4299 
F: (269) 344-2227 

 
 
 
Miscellaneous: 
 

Harry Klitzner Co. 
44 Warren St. 
Providence, RI  02901 
P: (401) 751-7500 
www.klitzner.com 
 
 
 

P.M. Uniforms 
 

Ben’s Uniforms 
20 Main Street 
Amesbury, MA  01913 
P: (978) 388-0471 
F: (978) 388-7878 
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Your Subscription Expires . . . IF 
 

the expiration date on your address label corresponds to the 
January 2014 date of this issue.  You have 30 days to renew your 
subscription to not miss an issue. 

 
 

I.O.O.F. News enables you to be a well informed member.  The six bi-monthly issues contain news on the International, 

Jurisdictional and Local Levels of Odd Fellowship in addition to providing you with program materials and inspirational articles. 

Subscribe or renew your subscription to insure you will know what is taking place in the World of Odd Fellowship.  Current 

subscribers may learn their expiration date by checking the address label on the current issue.  The date on the top line indicates your 

expiration date.  January 2015 indicates the subscription expires with the January—February 2015 issue. 

Utilize this form if you are changing your address, sending in a renewal or sending in a club of ten or more subscriptions at the 

reduced Club Rate.  If you do not want to remove this form, please make a copy and forward along with your remittance. 

 

 

If you are Moving Please let us know several weeks in advance.  

Return this entire page along with your address label to insure 

prompt service. 
[  ]  Address Change [  ]  Renewal 
 

Name  _____________________________________________________________  
 

Address  ___________________________________________________________  
 

City  ______________________________________________________________  
 

State / Province  ___________________________  Postal Code  ______________  

 
 Please Print Legibly or Type 

Example: Member Name - January - 2015 
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