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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@ioof.org 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

Robert W. Smith, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 Trade St. 

NW, Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Thinking of you: 
 

Gen. Frank Markham, rehabbing from foot 

surgery, and Lady Jean. 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Sympathy to: 
 

The family of Audrey Childress, wife of PSGM 

Horace Childress, OKð88-89 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank You: 
 

 

From Sis. Dorothy Laycock for the many 

cards, calls and prayers while mending from a 

broken arm. 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 

check the expiration on your paper and make 

sure to continue your subscription by sending 

in the proper fee shown on the back of you 

paper. 

Celebrating 
 
 
Schuyler Colfaxð191 years, IN 
 
 
Calvin K. Quierð108 yearsð an 
89 year member of the Order 
raised in the Philadelphia 
Orphanage, PA. 
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Hello my Brothers and Sisters, 

ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MANò 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

It was a difficult journey from Jerusalem to 

Jericho.  The road made its way through narrow 

passes along mountainous roads.  These narrow 

passes were ideal places for bandits to lay in 

wait for unsuspecting travelers.  They would 

surround the vulnerable traveler and beat them 

until they were helpless.  Then they would rob 

the traveler and leave him to die alone on the 

highway.  It was an ideal situation for a story to 

illustrate an important point.  The discussion 

that precipitated the story was first the 

statement, ñWe should love the Lord our God 

with all our heart, and our neighbor as our 

selfò; and second, the question, ñWho is my 

neighbor?ò 

 

We all know the story.  A Jewish man made 

the journey from Jerusalem to Jericho.  On the 

way he was beaten and robbed and left on the 

road to die.  First a Priest of the Temple in 

Jerusalem came upon the injured man, but 

having services to conduct, passed by on the 

other side of the road.  Then, a Levite who 

served at the altar in the Temple, came upon the 

wounded traveler.  He too, with responsibilities 

at the Temple, passed by on the other side of 

the road.  Then, a foreigner, a hated Samaritan 

came upon the wounded traveler.  He stopped 

and examined the situation and then offered his 

assistance.  He bound up the manôs wounds, put 

him on his own donkey and transported him to 

an inn where he could recover from his injuries.  

There with the hospitality of the inn, the injured 

man recovered and the hated Samaritan paid 

the cost of the hospitality that was offered.  

And, of course, the point was, the hated 

Samaritan was more of a neighbor to the 

injured man than his own countrymen who 

offered no hospitality and no assistance.  The 

compassionate love that was offered changed 

the lives of both the injured and the helper. 

 

We are at the threshold of a new year.  It is 

an ideal time to recommit ourselves to visit the 

sick, relieve the distressed, educate the orphan, 

bury the dead and elevate the character of 

mankind.  Odd Fellowship is not just an 

organization to occupy our time; it is a way of 

life.  It reminds us that it is our responsibility to 

help our ñneighborò.  The New Year is an ideal 

time to pledge ourselves to Change our World, 

One Person at a Time and make our world a 

better place.  As the story of the Good 

Samaritan concluded, ñGo and do likewise!ò 

 

In Friendship, Love, and Truth, 

 

 

 

Robert ñBobò Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANGE THE WORLD ð One Person at a Time 
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Greetings Sisters and Brothers, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a Difference; Share a Smile! 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

I do hope each of you had a wonderful 

holiday and are ready for the New Year.  After 

falling, following my return from Brother 

Bobôs Testimonial in Chicago, and fracturing 

my left shoulder, I have been recuperating at 

Cardinal Hills Rehab Hospital in Lexington, 

KY.  They are a wonderful group of people 

and I am recovering nicely ï just not as fast as 

I would like to. 

 

It has put a damper on my travels and so I  

have appointed Past President Sister Betty 

Moates to attend Lady Debra LaVergneôs 

Testimonial in February.  Thank you Sister 

Betty. 

 

Which brings me to, as I am recovering 

from my fall and healing ï the greatest healing 

therapy really is friendship and love.  Thank 

you all for the cards, calls, flowers and get well 

wishes ï they truly are a healing therapy.  We 

all need healing therapy in one way or another 

each and every day ï and as Odd Fellows and 

Rebekahs we are some of the blessed people 

around ï because they are ï just a touch away. 

 

We open the book of 2014 ï and its pages 

are all blank.  It is up to us to put words and 

deeds in them ourselves.  The book is called 

opportunity and its first chapter is today ï so 

take time now to renew your enthusiasm for 

Rebekah Odd Fellowship, renew your 

obligation to the Order and renew your many 

friendships and faith in others as we begin 

2014. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

 

 

Dorothy M. Laycock 

 

 

 

Preserving the Past ï Ensuring the Future. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

 

EMBLEM :  

 H AWK ð 
  always knowing and 
 looking for togetherness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THEME :  H elp our Brothers and Sisters in need; 
 Advance our principles and teachings; 
 W ork with others to build a better world;  
 K eep our fraternal obligations.  
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Dear Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters, 
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Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

Auxiliary and department association secretaries 

will soon be filling out their annual reports and State of 

the Order reports.  Please remember that the IALAPM 

dues did increase from $3.00 per contributing member to 

$5.00 per contributing member.  The SGL dues remain 

at $16.00. 

When there were more Odd Fellows and Rebekah 

lodges in each jurisdiction, it was easier to go visiting.  

We heard more about what the other lodges in the area 

were doing.  Now our lodges are farther apart and our 

members have a harder time traveling so we donôt visit 

as much.  Some lodges get isolated. 

Cantons, Encampments and Auxiliaries often draw 

their membership from several lodges.  The drawback is 

the distance people have to travel to get to the Canton or 

Encampment meetings.  But the benefit of making that 

extra effort is maintaining the social and fraternal 

relations between lodges separated by distance. 

The fact that Cantons and their Auxiliaries or 

Encampments and their Auxiliaries met on the same day 

in the same place and could open in a joint ceremony 

before separating for business, and join again for closing 

and refreshments, increased the social and fraternal 

relations between members of Rebekah lodges and Odd 

Fellows lodges who would otherwise be separated by 

gender. 

Canton, Encampment and Auxiliaries serve as the 

strap to tie the individual sticks into a strong bundle. 

Change the World by encouraging our associated 

Rebekah and Odd Fellows lodges to Turn on the Lights 

and Open the Doors while our members Be Visible and 

Be Proud! 

 

Chivalrously,  

 

 

 

Lady Debra LaVergne  

 

 

TURN  ON THE  L IGHTS  AND  OPEN  THE  DOORS. 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

January 2014 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers, and Sisters, 

 

We have arrived into the Holidays ï Hanukah 

and Christmas have come and gone, the New Year 

is now upon us, my Hope for all Branches of the 

Order is for new membership; to be able for us to 

work together in (F.L.T.), to build this Order back 

to the greatness that it came from.  To My 

Representatives on your visits walk with pride and 

share with them all information that you have. 

 

The Officers of the GMC have started their 

early Jurisdictional visits, if you have any concerns 

please let these Officers know of them, or get in 

touch with me.  We of the GMC have a load of 

work looking at us this year.  I visited the Florida 

Veterans Memorial Services in October, my 

testimonial in Nashville, Tennessee, November 15-

16, and the Sovereign Grand Masterôs testimonial 

December 5-6-7. 

 

Hope you had a happy Hanukah, a very merry 

Christmas; and have a happy and prosperous new 

year. 

 

Get membership, Get membership. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

General K. D. Toney 

 

To be the very best we can be. 


