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Have you made 

a difference today? 
 
 
 
 
 

In practicing  
ñFriendship, Love and Truthò: 
a ósmileô and a ñHelloò 

is all it takes 
to make someoneôs day a brighter day. 
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Sympathy to: 
 

Louis E. Fancher Jr., PSGM and family with the 

death of his wife sister Norma of Mississippi. 

 

The family of sister Blanch M. Wepking, wife of 

PSGS Robert W. Wepking of Wisconsin. 

 

Gen. John F. Sealey with the passing of his brother 

George of South Dakota. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Needing Our Prayers 
 

Jan Simmonds, PP-IARA and Earl of Nebraska. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank You: 
 

From Dorothy Laycock, W-IARA for the many 

prayers, cards, calls and flowers at the  time of Fredôs 

passing. 

 

From Barbara and Delmar Burns for the many cards, 

calls, e-mails and prayers during the past year.  The 

living-room looks like a card shop.  Again Thank 

You so very much, God bless you all. 

 

Celebrating 
 
145 years ð Unity Lodge No. 47, 
Ontario 
 
100 yearsðLeana Woods, July 
30, Illinois 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year subscription to 

the I.O.O.F. News.  Please check the expiration on 

your paper and make sure to continue your 

subscription by sending in the proper fee shown on 

the back of you paper. 

HYATT REGENCY CINCINNATI 
 

1-888-421-1442 
 

Overflow rooms are set up at the 

Hyatt since our block is full at the 

Hilton. 

 

The rate is $149.00 and that 

includes comp valet parking for 1 

car per room and complimentary 

internet in the sleeping room. 
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July 2012 
 

Hello my Brothers and Sisters, 
 

ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MANò 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Sovereign Grand Master. 

 

This year has passed by very fast.  There is still a lot of work to be done.  The promotion of our Order is 

a never ending effort.  We need to remember our rituals tell all of us to work with others to make our 

community a better place to live.  We can change the world one community at a time.  If you work with 

others to build a better world, soon others will want to join us as brothers and sisters of our Order. 

 

Remember you are the Heart of the Order; follow the Beacon of Odd Fellowship throughout the world ï 

Making a Difference by taking Odd Fellowship to the world.  We must always remember Friendship, Love 

and Truth as the basic guides to the ultimate destiny of all mankind. 

 

If we can teach the world to live a life Guided by Friendship, Love and Truth, the Odd Fellows and 

Rebekahs of today could be the Order that brings peace to this troubled world. 

 

I am still receiving community service projects from the Lodges.  I will list all of the projects and publish 

them in the I.O.O.F. News.  I hope that this will give each Lodge new ideas of projects to make your 

community a better place. 

 

One thing to always remember is your life and the way you live it may be the only impression of Odd 

Fellowship in your community. 

 

God bless you and our Order. 

 

Yours in F. L. T. & F. H. C., 

 

 

 

Delmar L. Burns 

Sovereign Grand Master 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 
Take Odd Fellowship to the world by 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE TOGETHER. 
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July 2012 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Live, Love, Laugh, Learn ð Rebekah Odd Fellowship 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

As I contemplate writing this, my last article as your 

International President, I reflect on the past articles I have 

written. 

In the September/October 2011 issue, my installation 

address reminded you that the best way to ñmake a 

differenceò is to say YES when asked to serve!  

Remember that by saying YES, you are touching the lives 

of everyone around you.  (Where would we be if we all 

said ñNoò when asked to join?) 

The November/December 2011 issue offered 

suggestions on how we can increase membership and 

make a difference in the communities in which we live.  

Has your lodge increased in membership?  Have you been 

active and visible in your community? 

The January/February 2012 issue suggested that each 

lodge perform a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities and Threats).  Has your lodge done this?  

What did you learn?  Have you begun working toward 

making necessary changes to strengthen your lodge? 

In the March/April 2012 issue I gave several 

suggestions on how to energize your lodge meetings.  

Remember, FUN meetings generate awareness and 

enthusiasm.  In turn, awareness and enthusiasm generates 

curiosity among non-members, giving you a chance to 

share with them WHO WE ARE and WHAT WE DO. 

The May/June article reminded us that everything we 

need to know, we learned in Kindergarten.  Now, this 

does not mean that you should act like Kindergarteners!  

Unfortunately, there are numerous members who seem to 

advocate conflict in the Order.  This has been the one area 

in all my travels that has been the most challenging and 

disappointing.  To those members who work to make a 

positive difference in their lodges and jurisdictions, I 

praise and thank you.  To those who enjoy óstirring the 

potô ï itôs time to grow up and move on!  Celebrate 

whatôs RIGHT with our Order; and in doing so there is no 

time for dissension!  Itôs important to remember that not 

everyone is going to do things the way that you think they 

should.  Being open to new ideas, you may find that there 

is a better way of doing things.  My father-in-law used to 

often say, ñOne hundred years from now, nobody will 

ever know.ò  Think about it!!  Now is the time to MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE TOGETHER and do the things that will 

still be noticed 100 years from now! 

And now itôs time to wrap up the year with this 

article.  Words are inadequate to express my sincere 

thanks for all the courtesies that have been shown to me 

as I have traveled to represent the International 

Association of Rebekah Assemblies.  The opportunity to 

serve as your President has been a wonderful experience.  

Your Friendship, Love and Truth have been an inspiration 

to me. 

I hope that my presence in your jurisdictions has been 

an inspiration to you.  The officers who travel for The 

Sovereign Grand Lodge and International Association of 

Rebekah Assemblies are your link to the workings of The 

S.G.L. and I.A.R.A.  We not only want to keep you 

apprised of what is happening at the international level, 

we hope to motivate your enthusiasm for the Order, offer 

ideas on gaining membership, and demonstrate 

Friendship, Love and Truth as we celebrate being 

members of the Order.  

I look forward to meeting with all the friends/family I 

have met throughout the world of Rebekah-Odd 

Fellowship as we attend the upcoming sessions in Ohio.  

Your presence will make a difference in my life!  If you 

have not already done so, make plans to attend the 

sessions as well as the evening events.  The entertainment 

scheduled for both Monday and Wednesday nights are 

both awesome!  In advance I would like to thank the 

Session Planning Committee from Ohio for the many 

things you are doing to ensure our comfort and well-being 

as we make our plans to travel to Cincinnati for the 2012 

sessions. 

To the I.A.R.A. Representatives, Officers and Past 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Dear Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters, 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BEST VITAMIN  FOR A LADY IS óBô1. 
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Making a Difference with Pride and Military Bearing. 

Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

This will be my final opportunity to address you as 

President of the IALAPM.  I have had three wonderful years 

representing the International Association and have thoroughly 

enjoyed spending time with you.  Your support and respect 

was incredible.  As I travelled along óFriendshipôs Roadô, I 

hope that I made a difference in your lives, your Auxiliaries 

and in the lives of those around you.  This past year has been a 

fantastic experience, one that I will never forget and will 

cherish forever.  The ótripô has encouraged me to overlook 

minor discrepancies, unkind words, bad feelings and those 

slight óblemishesô, which add to everyoneôs difficulties.  The 

knowledge that I have gained from all of you has been truly 

inspiring.  I thank those IALAPM Past Presidents who gave 

guidance and understanding and Brothers Terry and Ian for 

lending a óhelping handô. 

It has been a privilege and honour to serve as President of 

this International Unit from 2011-2012.  The dash between the 

years represents what happened during my term of office.  Did 

my efforts within the dash have a lasting impact?  Whether my 

ódashô was successful or not, have YOU made an impact on 

Your Auxiliaries, Your Communities and Your Lodge 

Families?  It was and still is up to each of YOU to do 

something regarding Recruiting, Rebuilding and Renewing!  

All of us should strive to óMake a Differenceô in our efforts to 

ómake the world purer and betterô.  We are all players on the 

TEAM of Odd Fellowship. 

To Brother Delmar Burns SGM, Sister JaNell Clark, 

President of the IARA and General John Beebe, General 

Commanding: Thank You for your friendships!  I have 

enjoyed working with you and treasure the times we spent 

together.  I hope your term was profitable, rewarding and 

successful and that the goals you set for your year came to 

fruition.  May your upcoming Sessions go well! 

 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

July 2012 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers and Sisters: 

 

This is my last article for the I.O.O.F News as your 

General Commanding and I would like to share with you some 

of my concerns with the future of Odd Fellowship.  During my 

visit to the different departments I have found our numbers 

getting smaller and smaller.  In one jurisdiction I found that the 

Encampment had lost over a third of its members in the past 

year with twenty seven for nonpayment of dues and thirty one 

for other reasons.  We should visit each of these members to 

find why they are leaving the Order.  Retention is just as 

important as recruiting new members.  This last year there 

were three Departments that have lost Department status due to 

the closing of Cantons.  I also found one department, with only 

two Ladies Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant members present, 

another with five members present and one that turned in their 

Warrant.  We have lost twenty percent of our membership in 

the General Military Council this past year.  In my last article I 

mentioned that Thomas Wildey met with four others at 

Baltimore, Maryland in 1819 to start Odd Fellowship and forty 

two years later there were two hundred thousand members.  

How many members will we have forty two years from now?  

This is the time we need to make decisions to save our 

Patriarch Militant Army. 

On our visit to Denmark, I found their Department seemed 

to do everything right.  They have a Department with six 

Cantons with no Auxiliaries for a total of six hundred 

members.  The men and ladies are equal in status.  I saw many 

members to be about thirty or forty years old.  They have a 

fellowship before the Canton and Lodge meetings and dinner 

after.  We must look hard at this jurisdiction to see if some of 

the things they are doing will help us recruit and retain our 

members. 

One of the proposals made by the Revitalization 

Committee: is to consolidate the Patriarchs Militant and Ladies 

Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant into one branch ï this concept 

has been included in the Five Year Plan.  The General Military 

Council and International Association Ladies Auxiliaries 

Patriarchs Militant visiting Officers have discussed this 

(Continued on page 6) 
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MY PURPOSE 
ñTo be a little kinder with the passing of each day; 

To leave but happy memories as I go along my way; 

To give of love in lavish ways, that friendship true may live; 

To be less quick to criticize, more ready to forgive; 

To use such talents as I have, that happiness will grow; 

To take the bitter with the sweet, assured ótis better so; 

To be quite free from self-intent whateôer the task I do; 

To help the worldôs faith stronger grow, in all thatôs good and true; 

To keep my faith in God and right, no matter how things run; 

To work and play and pray and trust, until my journeyôs done. 

God grant to me the strength of heart, of motive and of will, 

to do my part and falter not His purpose to fulfill.ò 

 

I believe many people never achieve the goals they have set 

for themselves because they become impatient far too quickly.  

They canôt wait for the goal to be realized.  We feel that once 

the decision to achieve a goal is made it is done.  Nothing can 

be farther from the truth.  The decision must be followed by 

action.  Steps along our path to the successful realization of our 

goals, prepares us to meet challenges along the path, preparing 

us both physically and mentally to achieve the goal or dream.  

The decision has been made, the action has begun, now is the 

time to be consistent not persistent.  ñThe greater the 

challenge the more valuable the prize.ò  We need Faith to 

continue pushing forward.  We must not lose sight of our goals. 

One of the goals of some Jurisdictions is to report on 

progress and to update the membership by preparing a 

Newsletter.  What an excellent method of advertising our Order!  

Thank you to those Jurisdictions that sent me their I.O.O.F. 

Newspapers.  I enjoyed reading them and learning about 

óhappeningsô in your Jurisdictions.  Advertising is a true way to 

get ourselves known and a local paper is just what it takes. 

My Visitations were most enjoyable and I believe 

successful.  Everyone is working to their potential and that truly 

is inspiring.  The Pilgrimage to the Tomb of the Unknowns in 

Arlington and the time spent at the Canadian War Memorial in 

Ottawa were awesome experiences.  Thanks to the Ladies who 

participated in both.  The Atlantic Provinces were once again 

well represented at the CWM.  Thank you!!  These weekends 

present a wonderful opportunity for all to dedicate a small 

portion of our time to those men and women who gave so much 

for us so that we can have the privilege of living as we do. 

Change is possible and is indeed happening.  The merger of 

the GMC and the IALAPM is approaching and if we want our 

LAPMs to survive WE MUST do our utmost to help us remain 

alive and continue to live to keep OUR UNIT.  The PM 

Company as it will be named is for the best and if we look at the 

alternative you will see the need for this merger. 

Remember our Bicentennial in 2018-2019.  Plan activities 

to celebrate the founding of Odd Fellowship in North America.  

LETôS REMEMBER the inception of Our Order with 

gratitude for those men who instigated this tremendous 

opportunity to serve others. 

Please attend the respective Units of Odd Fellowship at the 

Annual Convention this August, held this year in Cincinnati.  

This is where everything transpires on an international level and 

your participation can be both a rewarding involvement and a 

worthwhile venture. 

Continue to work for the betterment of mankind.  óBô all 

you can óBô and in all your endeavours óBô gin with a 

positive attitude and then take actionðMaking a Difference. 
Friendship is like a golden chain that ties our hearts 

together. Thank you to all who became a part of my chain of 

friends! 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

Lady Sandra 

(Continued from page 5) 

Presidents, you will soon be receiving a letter from me 

with instructions and information relating to the session.  I 

will be asking each of you to bring items relating to the 

promise we gave on the night we were initiated: On 

Monday ï visit the sick, on Tuesday ï relieve the 

distressed, on Wednesday ï bury the dead, and on 

Thursday ï educate the orphan.  I have asked a committee 

from Ohio, led by Past President Sherry Shepherd, to 

gather information on groups in the community needing 

our help and what items are needed (all will be small items 

that can travel easily).  If members of the other units of the 

Order would like to participate, let me know and I will 

provide a list of items to bring.  Together, we CAN make a 

difference! 

God bless each of you and thank you for joining 

me in Making a Difference Together during the 2011-2012 

term. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

 

 

C. JaNell Clark, President 

(Continued from page 4) 

consolidation with the departments that they visited and found 

pros and cons by the members.  A presentation is planned for 

Monday afternoon at the session in Cincinnati to all of the 

Ladies and Chevaliers for a better understanding of the 

recommended consolidation. 

It has been an honor to serve you this past year and working 

with the other three International heads of the Order.  I look 

forward to seeing each and every one of you in Cincinnati, Ohio, 

for our session in August.  God bless you, all of the serving 

Military and this great Order of Odd Fellowship to which we all 

belong. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

General John C. Bebee III 

(Continued from page 5) 
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2012 Annual Sessions  
 

186 th  annual communication of The Sovereign Grand Lodge  
109 th  annual session of the General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant  

96 th  annual session of the International Association of Rebekah Assemblies  
74 th  annual session of the International Association of Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant  

 

ThursdayðAugust 16th through FridayðAugust 24th 
Cincinnati, Ohio  

 

Tentative Schedule of events: check your session schedule for exact times and functions. 

Thursday ðAugust 16 th  
International Advisory Council  

 
Friday ðAugust 17 th  

Registration  
International Advisory Council  
Youth Orientation  
Youth Banquet 
Youth Dance 

 
Saturday ðAugust 18 th  

Registration  
Youth Sessions 
Youth Talent Program 
Gloria Mundt -Wood Golf Challenge 
United Past Grand Matriarchs Meeting  
Homes Association Meeting 

 
Sunday ðAugust 19 th  

Registration  
I.A.R.A. Representative Orientation  
Joint Secretaries & Scribes Meeting 
The S.G.L. Grand Reps Orientation 
I.A.L.A.P.M. Practice 
Parade & Flag Raising 
Memorial and Divine Worship  
Educational Foundation Open Meeting  
Flag Presentation Practice 
Official Opening  
 

Monday ðAugust 20 th  
Registration  
The S.G.L. Session 
I.A.R.A. Session 
G.M.C. Session 
I.A.L.A.P.M. Session 
Fraternal Press Association Meeting 
ñOfficers Banquetò 

 

Tuesday ðAugust 21 st  
Registration  
The S.G.L. session 
I.A.R.A. session 
G.M.C. session 
I.A.L.A.P.M. session 
SGL/I.A.R.A./GMC/IALAPM Joint Program 

Presentation 
UNP for Youth Forum  
G.M.C./I.A.L.A.P.M.  

Installation & Change of Command 
 
Wednesday ðAugust 22 nd  

Registration  
The S.G.L. session 
I.A.R.A. session 
G.M.C. session 
I.A.L.A.P.M. session 
Arthritis Raffle  
ñ50-60ôs Nightò 

 
Thursday ðAugust 23 rd  

Registration  
The S.G.L. session 
I.A.R.A. session 
G.M.C. final session 
I.A.L.A.P.M. final session 
The S.G.L. / I.A.R.A. Installation  

 
Friday ðAugust 24 th  

The S.G.L. final session 
I.A.R.A. final session 

 
There will be various breakfasts, luncheons, din-
ners, Boards & Committee Meetings, etc.ðsee 
program for times and rooms.  
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 THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE 
 INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 
 OFFICE OF THE SOVEREIGN GRAND SECRETARY 
 422 TRADE ST. NW, WINSTON-SALEM, NC  27101-2830 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2012 

 

 
To the Officers and Grand Representatives of 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, and Officers and Members 

of all Units of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 

 
Fraternal Greetings: 

 

The next communication of The Sovereign Grand Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, will be held 

in Cincinnati, Ohio, beginning Monday morning, August 20, 2012, and ending Friday afternoon, August 24, 

2012. 

 

 

Headquarters and Sessions 
Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza 

 

 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge 
186th Annual Communication 

 

International Association of Rebekah Assemblies 

96th Annual Session 

 

General Military Council 

109th Annual Session 

 

International Association of Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

74th Annual Session 

 

Youth 

Youth Day, Banquet, and Talent Night 

See óYouth Informerô for Details 

 

 

 

 
ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MAN.ò 

Terry L. Barrett 
 

W 336 725-5955 

F 336 722-7317 

ioofthesgl@bellsouth.net 
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